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Personal Information 
Nationality: German and Syrian 

Current Position: Associate Professor of Tafsir and Quranic Sciences 

P.O. Box 2713, Doha, Qatar 

Official Email: a.helli@qu.edu.qa  

Business Phone: (+974) 4403-7465 

Research and Scientific Interests 
1. Quranic Exegesis and Quranic Sciences 

2. Quranic Concepts and Contemporary Quranic Studies 

3. History of Ideas within Islamic Thought 

4. Contemporary Islamic Thought and Issues of Difference 

5. Islamic Education and Methodologies of Research 

Academic Experience and Positions 
• Associate Professor, Department of Quran and Sunnah – College of Sharia and 

Islamic Studies – Qatar University (2021–Present) 

• Coordinator of Graduate Studies in the Department of Quran and Sunnah, College of 

Sharia and Islamic Studies – Qatar University 

• Senior Research Associate and Lecturer in Islamic Studies, Frankfurt University 

(2007–2021) 

• Visiting Scholar, Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies – Free University of 

Berlin (2013–2017) 

• Associate Professor, Faculty of Sharia – Aleppo University (2013–2014) 

• Assistant Professor, Faculty of Sharia – Aleppo University (2006–2013) 

• Assistant Professor, Faculty of Sharia – Damascus University (2005–2006) 

• Teaching Assistant in Islamic Law and Quranic Studies, Damascus University (1995–

2004) 
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Education:  
• Doctorate degree: Ph.D. in Islamic Sciences (Tafsir and Quranic Studies), Al-

Zaytouna University, Tunisia, 2004. 

• Master's degree: Advanced Studies in Fundamentals of Religion (Tafsir and Qur'anic 

Studies), Al-Zaytouna University, Tunisia, 1998. 

• Diploma: Diploma in Islamic Jurisprudence, Faculty of Sharia, Damascus University, 

Syria, 1995. 

• Bachelor's degree: BA, Faculty of Sharia, Damascus University, Syria, 1994. 

Publications:  

Books and Chapters: 
• Introduction to Arabic Translation and Review of Oxford Handbook of Quranic 

Studies, Renaissance Center for Studies – Kuwait 2024.  

• "Imam al-Shafi'i and the Rereading of Texts: A Study of the Origin of the Term 

'Context' in al-Shafi'i's Code".Qurʾānic Studies: Between History, Theology and 

Exegesis, edited by Mehdi Azaiez and Mokdad Arfa-Mensia, Berlin, Boston: De 

Gruyter, 2023, pp. 219-232. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111051567-016   

• Innovations of the Qur'an: A Comparative Study in the Doha Historical Dictionary of 

the Arabic Language. Chapter in the book of proceedings of the international 

conference "Doha Historical Dictionary of the Arabic Language", edited by: Aziz El 

Ammari and Abdel Rahman Rahmouni, Moulay Ismail University Press, Meknes, 

Morocco, 2023, vol. 2, pp. 453-479 

• Introduction to research methodology and writing. Nama Center for Research and 

Studies - Beirut / Riyadh 2016. 

• Messages of the Prophets: One Religion and Several Laws. Nama Center for Research 

and Studies - Beirut / Riyadh 2015. 

• Study and Introduction of the book "Al-Bayan fi Al-Tamadon wa Asbab al-emran" by 

Rafiq Al-Azm Published by Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 2012. 

• The structure of the Qur'an as an introduction to rereading. Chapter in the book: " 

Modern Methodology in the Qur'anic Study", Dar Madarek - Beirut, and Almultaka 

Forum, 2011. 71-90 

• Semantics and the Qur'anic Study: Toshihiko Izutsu's approach as a model. Chapter 

in the book: "Modern Methodology in the Qur'anic Study ", Dar Madarek - Beirut, 

and Almultaka Forum, 2011. 283-315 

• Al-Tafsir: Textbook. University Publications, Aleppo University, 2012. 

• Quranic Concepts Series. Dar Al Multaqa – Aleppo, 2011. 

• Quranic levels of the approach to dealing with the text. In: Methods of deriving from 

revelation, Muhammadiyah Association of Scholars in Morocco, 2008, pp. 531-554. 

http://search.mandumah.com.qulib.idm.oclc.org/Record/270110   
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• The crisis of religious education in the Islamic world - in partnership with Dr. 

Khaled Al-Samadi  (Dialogues Series for a New Century) Dar Al-Fikr - Damascus 

2007. 

• The vision of the world between al-Kawakibi and Malik bin Nabi: the Islamic world 

before and after the fall of the caliphate. Chapter in: Reformist Visions of the 

Renaissance Thinker Abdul Rahman Al-Kawakibi: Contemporary Readings, edited 

by Muhammad Jamal Tahhan, Damascus, Arab Writers Union, 2007. 

• The impact of awareness of history on building the future: a Quranic study - 

mentioning the prophets as a model. In: Book of the Tenth World Conference: Youth 

and Building the Future. World Assembly of Muslim Youth, Saudi Arabia, 2006, 

Volume 2, pp. 3-39. 

http://search.mandumah.com.qulib.idm.oclc.org/Record/854550   

• Religious renewal and the phenomenon of extremism in the contemporary Islamic 

context. Chapter in: Islam in a Changing World: Islamic Reform after September 11, 

Dar Al-Fikr - Damascus, and Almultaka Forum, 2005. 91-104 

• Renewal Issues: A Reading of Transformations and Causes of Stumbling. Chapter in: 

The New Islamic Discourse: Times and Questions, Dar Al-Fikr - Damascus, and 

Almultaka Forum, 2004. 69-82 

• Freedom of belief in the Quran. Arab Cultural Center – Beirut – Casablanca 2001. 

• Authentic doctrine of Al-sahaba. Beirut 1997. 

• The concept of treasure in Islam. Beirut 1997. 

Reviewed articles: 
• Does the Qurʾān Offer Foundational Principles for Environmental Ethics? Journal of 

Islamic Ethics (Scopus). In: Advance Articles - Accepted: 17 Jan 2024. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.1163/24685542-20240003   

• The ‘Conventions of The Arabs’ (Maʿhūd Al-ʿarab) As A Fundamental Principle of 

Tafsir. QURANICA- International Journal of Quranic Research, Vol. 14 No. 1 (2022): 

pp.26-57. https://ejournal.um.edu.my/index.php/quranica/article/view/37601  

• The Unseen and Its Keys: The Qurʾānic Concept of the Unseen and the Question of 

Genetic Prediction. Journal of Islamic Ethics (Scopus). Vol. 6, 2022, 237-256. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.1163/24685542-12340079  

• The Effect of the Grammatical Articles on Textual Interpretation: The Case of the 

Definite Article of “al-Mushrikin” in Surah al-Tawbah as a Model. Journal of at-tajdid, 

International Islamic University Malaysia, Issue: 51, Volume 26, (1443/2022). 143-

170. DOI: https://doi.org/10.31436/attajdid.v25i26.655  

• Interpretation of Qur'an between its textual context and its historical context: the 

attitude towards the non-Muslim in early interpretations as a model. Al-Mishkat 

Magazine, Al-Zaytouna University in Tunisia, No: 19, 2021. 39-72. 

• The Concept of Taqwā and the Qurʾānic Ethical System: Structure and Context. 

Journal of Islamic Ethics (Scopus). Vol. 5, 2021.  8–36.  

https://doi.org/10.1163/24685542-12340053   
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• Religious and Sectarian Diversity in the Early Islamic Period: A Study of Ḍirār b. 

ʿAmr al-Ghaṭafānī’s (d. ca. 200/815) “Kitāb al-Taḥrīsh” (“The Book of Instigation”). 

HIKMA – Journal of Islamic Theology and Religious Education, Universität 

Osnabrück, Vol.11, No.2, October 2020 - pp. 212-232.  

https://doi.org/10.13109/hikm.2020.11.2.212  

• Reading Al-Shafi'i in context: towards a new approach. Tebeen Magazine, Arab 

Center for Research and Policy Studies, Doha, Vol. 9, No. 34-2020. 211-231. 

https://tabayyun.dohainstitute.org/ar/issue034/Pages/art08.aspx   

• Contemporary Quranic Studies: Paths and Trends. Journal of the Faculty of Theology 

at Fatih University, Istanbul, First Issue, January 2020. 48-74 

• The Concept of “Changing the Creation” and the Rulings on Interventions in the 

Body: A Critical Study of the Opinions of Exegetes and Jurists.  Journal of Islamic 

Ethics. Vol. 3, 2019.  153–179.  https://doi.org/10.1163/24685542-12340021   

• The Qur'anic Narrative of The Prophets' Missions: Repositioning Religious Values. 

QURANICA- International Journal of Quranic Research, Vol.11, No.1, June 2019 - pp. 

15-36. https://ejournal.um.edu.my/index.php/quranica/article/view/18627   

• Prophecy and Message: An Approach to the Qur'anic Concept. Al-Tafahom Journal. 

Issue: 059-060 / 2018.  237-268. https://tafahom.mara.gov.om/storage/al-

tafahom/ar/2018/059-060/pdf/12.pdf  

• The Concept of Righteousness and the Qur’anic Ethical System: Structure and 

Context. Journal of Islamic Ethics, Brill House, first issue 2017. 122-157. 

https://doi.org/10.1163/24685542-12340021   

• Ibn Ashur's extrapolation of the Qur'anic terminology in his Tafsir. Al-Mishkat 

Magazine, Al-Zaytouna University in Tunisia, No. 13-14, 2015-2016. 13-39. 

• Approaches to the Goals (Maqasid) of the Qur’an: An Historical Study. Journal of at-

tajdid, International Islamic University Malaysia, Issue: A 39 Volume 20, 

(1438/2016). 193-234. DOI: https://doi.org/10.31436/attajdid.v20i39%20A.318  

• The Qur'anic Vision of the Calls of the Apostles and the Comprehensiveness of the 

Message. Al-Tafahom Journal, Issue: 50, Fall 2015. 25-48. 

https://tafahom.mara.gov.om/storage/al-tafahom/ar/2015/050/pdf/03.pdf   

• Rules of interpretation: origin, development and relevance to other sciences Al-

Tafahom Journal, Issue: 45, Summer 2014.  85-108. 

https://tafahom.mara.gov.om/storage/al-tafahom/ar/2014/045/pdf/05.pdf   

• The history of Tafsir from the perspective of Sheikh Muhammad Al-Fadil Ibn Ashour 

in his book: "Al-Tafsir and its men" Journal of Quranic Studies, Saudi Scientific 

Society for the Qur'an and its Sciences (Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic 

University), Riyadh, Issue: 11, 1433 AH / 2012 AD.   535-594 

• TafsÊr (Explanation) and Ta’wÊl (Interpretation) In Qur’anic Sciences: A Conceptual 

Study. Journal of at-tajdid, International Islamic University Malaysia, Issue: 30 

Volume: 15, 2011. 11-35. DOI: https://doi.org/10.31436/attajdid.v15i30.99  

• The association of faith with good deeds in the Qur'an and its civilizational 

implications. Damascus University Research Journal - Damascus University, Issue: 3, 

https://doi.org/10.13109/hikm.2020.11.2.212
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Volume: 27, 2011. 439-463. 

http://damascusuniversity.edu.sy/mag/law/images/stories/439439-463.pdf    

• The absolute and relative in Sunnah. Journal of Al-Fikr al-islāmī al-muʿāṣir 

(previously Islamiyat al-Ma’rifah) , International Institute of Islamic Thought, Issue: 

61, Volume: 16, 2010. 79-110. https://doi.org/10.35632/citj.v16i61.1011   

• The Meaning of The Book: A Conceptual Qur'anic Study. Journal of at-tajdid, 

International Islamic University Malaysia, Issue: 21, Volume: 11, 2007. 11-44. DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.31436/attajdid.v11i21.226  

• Names and words: A Conceptual Qur'anic Study. Journal of at-tajdid, International 

Islamic University Malaysia, Malaysia, Issue: 19 Volume: 10, 2006.  

• Methodology of the Divine Messages and Indicants for the Finality of Prophethood, 

Journal of Al-Fikr al-islāmī al-muʿāṣir (previously Islamiyat al-Ma’rifah) , 

International Institute of Islamic Thought, Issue: 40, Spring 2005. 47-76. 

https://doi.org/10.35632/iokj.v10i40.1381  

• The Women's Hijab: Civilizational Rationale and Textual Significance. Arab Journal 

of Human Rights, Arab Institute for Human Rights-Tunisia, No. 11, 2005. 21-33. 

• Arab Society before Islam: A Quranic Study. Al-Tasamoh Journal, Issue: 9, Winter 

2005. 124-145. https://tafahom.mara.gov.om/storage/al-

tafahom/ar/2005/009/pdf/09.pdf  

• Quranic concepts and terminology: a systematic approach. Journal of Al-Fikr al-

islāmī al-muʿāṣir (previously Islamiyat al-Ma’rifah) , International Institute of 

Islamic Thought, USA, No: 35, Winter 2004. 

https://doi.org/10.35632/citj.v9i35.1451  

• The use of modern curricula in the study of Islam: review essay of the book "Islam 

between the message and history" by Abdul Majeed Al-Sharafi. Journal of Al-

Fikr al-islāmī al-muʿāṣir (previously Islamiyat al-Ma’rifah) , International Institute of 

Islamic Thought, USA, No. 27, 2002. 141-166. 

https://doi.org/10.35632/citj.v7i27.1665   

• The Killing of the Apostate in Contemporary Islamic Thought: A Critical Reading in 

the Light of the Qur'anic Text.  Journal of al-Muslim al-Muasser, Cairo, Issue: 98, 

December 2000. 

Reviews and articles: 
More than Hundreds of Reviews and newspaper articles  
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