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Abstract

This article examines the ways in which the heritage and historical significances of the pearl
diving community are manifested within the urban fabric of Doha. The study is based on the
observation and analysis of several architectural landmarks that help consolidate one of the key
historical periods in Qatar’s collective memory—the era of pearl diving—through the study of
various projects, including The Pearl Island and Al Janoub Stadium, among others. Methodologically,
the article relies on the analysis of primary historical sources, personal observations, and urban
exploration, while theoretically it draws on the dialectical relationship between history and the
city, understood as a socially and culturally multilayered construct. The article offers a critical
contribution that highlights how the city maintains a balance between contrasting dualities—large
and small, historical and modern—producing a blend of values and meanings that render the built
environment a medium for filling the “heritage void” and preserving a “hybrid heritage identity”
within the spaces of the “Heritage Market.” The study concludes that urbanization in Doha is not
merely a physical structure but constitutes a cultural text through which the relationship between
history, identity, and national policies is continuously reshaped, aiming to produce a city with a
distinct Qatari identity that remains open to the world while staying rooted in its heritage.
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