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Abstract

This paper explores symbolic policies as field within public policy studies, in light of the
limited specialized research devoted to this topic. To address this gap, the study adopts a purely
theoretical approach as a basis for future empirical investigations. It employs an interdisciplinary
methodology, given the overlap of this field with semiology, sociology, and political science. The
paper is structured around two interrelated axes: the first examines political symbolism at the
conceptual level, while the second analyzes symbolic policies in terms of their methodologies,
dimensions, and manifestations. The findings reveal that symbolic policies constitute a
fundamental pillar for the continuity of political systems, as they permeate mechanisms of political
socialization—such as the media and educational institutions—and contribute to consolidating
national identity and reinforcing the institutional ideology of the state. Moreover, the study
identifies three main types of symbolic policies: communicative policies, memory policies, and
identity policies, which materialize through diverse symbolic forms, including the national flag,

the state emblem, the national anthem, rituals of power, and the architecture of public institutions.
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