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Abstract

Occidentalism represents a profound intellectual project aimed at understanding the West
from a non-Western perspective, emphasizing dialogue, mutual understanding, and constructive
engagement rather than opposition or confrontation. Drawing inspiration from the values of
tolerance and respectful debate emphasized in Islam, this approach encourages engagement
with Western cultural and historical structures as cognitive objects rather than as absolute
standards or independent entities. Occidentalism sheds light on the experiences of non-Western
societies in responding to historical, social, and cultural challenges, highlighting the processes
of self-identity formation, cultural negotiation, and intercultural understanding. This approach
employs a multidisciplinary methodology, combining intellectual history, cultural studies, and
discourse analysis across texts, art, media, and political speech. It emphasizes comparative
analyses of Western representations across diverse contexts to foster a more nuanced and critical

understanding of global cultural interactions.
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