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Abstract

This paper examines the interdisciplinary and integrative relationship between economics and
anthropology by reviewing the contributions of anthropological research to the study of Sudanese community
from both theoretical and methodological perspectives. It seeks to answer a fundamental question: How have
the boundaries of economics and anthropology overlapped and integrated methodologically in studying the
economy of Sudanese community, with a particular focus on the research conducted by anthropologists
on traditional economies in this context? The paper aims to explore and analyze the relationship between
economics and anthropology, highlighting the field of economic anthropology and the significance of
its perspectives in studies that have examined Sudanese communities. It also seeks to discuss the future
of integration between these two disciplines and assess the potential for advancing future research that
benefits from this methodological intersection, with the goal of contributing to desired social changes that
support the development of societies in general, and Sudanese society in particular. Methodologically, the
study relies on secondary data in addition to fieldwork observations conducted by the researcher during
the periods 2005-2013 and 2019-2023. Through a review of anthropological research in Sudan, the paper
reaches several key findings, most notably that some Western anthropologists were not primarily serving
colonial administration but were concerned with development issues, as exemplified by Ian Cunnison.
Furthermore, studying the economy of Sudanese society necessitates incorporating the anthropological
perspective, given the interplay of cultural and social factors in shaping economic activities. The study also
underscores the need to enhance the integration between economics and anthropology and the importance

of networking among researchers in both fields to support future interdisciplinary research.
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