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Abstract

Pearl diving has historically been the backbone of Qatar’s economic, social and cultural life. Today,
Qatar strives to emphasize this rich heritage through its institutions, architecture, cities, cultural works,
and official discourse. This study explores how Qatar preserves the legacy of pearl diving through its
cultural policies, linking the past to the present, particularly with respect to the pearl diving community
(Mojtama el-ghwas). While some studies have examined Qatar’s pre-oil history, research focusing
on the connection between pearl diving history and Qatar’s cultural policies remains limited—this
gap forms the core of the present study. Methodologically, the research examines the various ways
Qatar promotes the historical culture of pearl diving in its modern context, using tools such as official
discourse, museums, architecture, cultural production, education, and digital platforms. The findings
suggest that these cultural policies aim to reinforce heritage and connect current generations to the
history of their ancestors through both tangible and intangible means, collectively strengthening Qatari
identity. Moreover, these policies reflect Qatar’s Vision 2030, wherein history is deeply integrated into
national policies, demonstrated by the state’s diverse and comprehensive efforts to preserve its heritage
in everyday life.
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