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Abstract

This article examines the development, impact and integration of interdisciplinary approaches
in British Higher Education Institutions. It evaluates how the concept of interdisciplinarity has
become popularized over time and embraced by disciplines such as archaeology. It then explores
the extent to which interdisciplinary approaches have impacted research agendas, first, by
evaluating the interdisciplinary research calls from 2019 for seven UK-based research councils
and then, at a discipline level, using archacology as an exemplar. Overall, interdisciplinary
research calls only accounted for, at best, 11.9% of a council’s budget. Interrogation of the
funding requirements of four of the largest archaeological-research funders demonstrated
that successful archaeology- themed grant applications are reliant on interdisciplinarity. The
influence of interdisciplinarity on British University’s research and education agendas was
examined through analyzing the strategic plans of eight universities, followed by an analysis
of the availability and potential benefits of interdisciplinary undergraduate and research
programmes. This indicated that interdisciplinary approaches are interwoven into university’s
research aspirations but displayed variation in relation to their educational goals, with only
20% of institutions offering specific interdisciplinary degree programmes. Despite this, the
skillset and research outputs produced as a result of interdisciplinary collaboration were found
to be highly valued, thereby suggesting that interdisciplinarity will increasingly feature in the
research and education strategies of British universities.
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35- Ibid.
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43 - Repko, Op. cit.
44 - Song, Op. cit., pp.129-141.
45 - Huutoniemi, et al., Op. cit., pp.79-88.
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47 - Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC), "AHRC funding opportunities," (2019), accessed on July 1 2019,
avalable at:  https://ahrc.ukri.org/funding/apply-for-funding/current-opportunities/.

48 - Biotechnology and Biological Science Research Council) BBSRC" ,(BBSRC funding opportunities) ",2019 ,(accessed 1
July 2019 ,at :https//:bbsrc.ukri.org/funding./

49 - Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council) EPSRC" ,(EPSRC funding opportunities) ",2019 ,(accessed on 1
July 2019 ,avalable at: https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/.

50 - Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), "ESRC funding opportunities," (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019
Available at:  https://esrc.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/.

51 - Medical Research Council MRC" ,MRC funding opportunities) ",2019 ,(accessed on 1 July 2019 ,avalable at: https://mrc.
ukri.org/funding/browse/.
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52 -

53 -

54.-

57 -

58 -
59 -

Natural Environment Research Council NERC, "NERC funding opportunities,”" (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019 available
at: https://nerc.ukri.org/funding/.

Science and Technology Facilities Council STFC" ,STFC funding opportunities) ",2019 ,(accessed on 1 July 2019
available at :https//:stfc.ukri.org/funding/funded-grants./

Department for Business: Energy and Industrial Strategy, The Allocation of Funding for Research and Innovation.
(London: HM Government, 2018).

plagind qomy asly was ladany 1925 ale & vl Bl 280l G il @uuad 5,8 4l dalaia » Leverhulme Trust - 55
Al 03l Crgar Hlmas Ay Auwde By ool Layies ealailly dmdl (o1 Lwhull mill” wead Laslse

dad e el 1936 ale @ ool dumall 28kl guid Layiey miall Slx¥l e 5855 s Luwge 2 Wellcome Trust - 56
Olswselly lud¥l dmis Crucst) Sll¥l Jugatd 298y Gsia 2ugaY!

Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC), Delivery plan 2019 (London: Arts and Humanities Research
Council and UK Research and Innovation, 2019).

Ibid, p. 12.

British Academy, "About our Work," (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019 available at: https://www.thebritishacademy.

ac.uk/international/about-our-work.
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61 - Leverhulme Trust, "Our approach to grant-making," (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019 Available at: https://www.leverhulme.
ac.uk/funding/our-approach-grant-making.

62 - Wellcome Trust" ,Archaeology-themed grants awarded) ",2019 ,(accessed on 1 July 2019 ,available at :https//:wellcome.
ac.uk/funding/peopleandprojects/grantsawarded ?funding_area&=scheme_id&=country &=institution&=search_
word=archaeology&queried=1.
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63 - Times Higher Education" ,University rankings UK) ",2019 ,(accessed on 1 July 2019 ,available at :https//:www.
timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-uk.

64 - Universities UK, Higher Education Research in Facts and Figures (London: Universities UK, 2018), p .13.
65 - Repko, Op. cit.
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66 - Cardiff University, “The way forward 2018-2023,” (2019), accessed July 1, 2019, available at: https://www.cardiff.
ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/10347/TheWayForward2018EngWeb.pdf.

67 - Glasgow Caledonian University, “Strategy 2020: university for the common good” (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019
available at: https://www2.gcu.ac.uk/strategy2020.

68 - Heriot-Watt University, "Shaping tomorrow together: strategy 2025" (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019, available at: https://
www?2 hw.ac.uk/mediaservices/pageflip/Strategy_2025_brochure.

69 - London Southbank University, “Driving research, enterprise and innovation: strategic plan 2015-2020” (2019), accessed
on 1 July 2019, available at: https://www.lsbu.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/87885/rei-strategy.pdf.

70 - SOAS University of London, “SOAS Vision and Strategy 2016-2020” (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019, available at:

https://www.soas.ac.uk/legal-and-governance/visionandstrategy/file23384 .pdf .

71 - University of Birmingham, “Strategic framework, 2015-2020” (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019, available at: https://www.
birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/strategic-framework/strategic-framework-2015-2020.pdf.

72 - University of Central Lancashire, “Strategy 2015-2020” (2019), available at: accessed on 1 July 2019, available at: https://
www.uclan.ac.uk/research/environment/assets/UCLan_STRATEGY_DOCUMENT pdf.

73 - University of Oxford, “Strategic plan 2018-2023" (2019), accessed on 1 July 2019, available at: http://www.ox.ac.uk/sites/
files/oxford/field/field_document/Strategic%20Plan%202018-23 .pdf.
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74 - D. Parsons, et al. Impact of Teaching Development Programmes in Higher Education (New York: The Higher Education
Academy, 2012).

75 - CREST Consortium for Research Excellence Support and Training, What is Research-Led Teaching? Multi-Disciplinary
Perspectives (London: CREST & GuildHE, 2012).

76 - Universities UK, Patterns and Trends in UK Higher Education 2018 (London: Universities UK, 2018).
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77 - UCAS, “Undergraduate courses in the UK” (2019), accessed on 2 July 2019, available at: https://www.ucas.com/
undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-undergraduate-what-study.

78 - Ibid
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79 - Ibid.

80 - S.Brace, etal. "Ancient genomes indicate population replacement in early Neolithic Britain," Nature Ecology & Evolution,
No. 3 (2019), pp. 765-771; Parcak S., Archaeology from Space: How the Future Shapes Our Past (New York: Henry Holt,
2019); Quality Assurance Agency (QAA), Archaeology Subject Benchmark Statement. (Gloucester: Quality Assurance
Agency, 2014).

81 - Ibid
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82 - Grand Challenges Research Fund (GCRF), "Grand challenges research fund," (2019), Accessed 1 July 2019, available
at: https://royalsociety.org/grantsschemesawards/grants/gcrf/?gclid=CjOKCQjwgezoBRDNARIsAGzEfe7Uns38LteTx-
PISMu_-n6eZfQA049mUT71_KISKNNWUJpvjPw3oEpoaAusOEALw_wcB.

83 - UK Research and Innovation UKRI, "Wearable tech to help elderly and disabled," (2019), accessed on 3 July 2019,
available at: https://www.ukri.org/news/wearable-tech-to-help-elderly-and-disabled/.

84 - UK Research and Innovation UKRI, "One-step closer to laser-driven proton cancer therapy," (2019), accessed on 3 July
2019, available at: https://www.ukri.org/news/one-step-closer-to-laser-driven-proton-cancer-therapy/.

85 - CREST Consortium for Research Excellence Support and Training, Op. cit.
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86 - T.C. Benson, "Five arguments against interdisciplinary studies," Issues in Integrative Studies, No. 1 (1982), pp.38-48.

87 - N.Metzger & R.N. Zare, "Interdisciplinary research: from belief to reality," Science, Vol. 283, No. 5402 (1999), pp. 642—
643; A. Nicol, et al., "Comparison of high-technology active learning and low technology active learning classrooms,"
Active Learning in Higher Education, Vol. 19, No. 3 (2017), pp. 253-265; T.E. Saunders, et al., "Eleven quick tips for
running an interdisciplinary short course for new graduate students," Plos Computational Biology ,Vol. 14, No. 3 (2018),
available at: https://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=10.1371/journal .pcbi.1006039; F. Marton & R. Saljo, "On
qualitative differences in learning: I-outcome and process," British Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 46, No. 1
(1976), pp. 4-11.

88 - V.McCune, "Teaching Within and Beyond the Disciplines: The Challenge for Faculty," In: C. Kreber (ed), The University
and its Disciplines Teaching and Learning within and beyond disciplinary boundaries (New York: Routledge, 2010), pp.
231-237.

89 - Rachel Swain, "What skills do employers want ?" Prospects (2019), accessed on 3 July 2019, available at: https://www.
prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/applying-for-jobs/what-skills-do-employers-want; Amber Rolfe, "Five CV skills employ-
ers look for in every jobseeker" (2019), accessed on 3 July 2019, available at: https://www.reed.co.uk/career-advice/five-
cv-skills-employers-look-for-in-every-jobseeker/; Target Jobs, "What are the top 10 skills that’ll get you a job when you
graduate?" (2019), accessed on 3 July 2019, available at: https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/career-planning/273051-
the-top-10-skills-thatll-get-you-a-job-when-you-graduate.
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