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Abstract

This research aims at exploring the issue of translation and cultural difference in Arabic
literature. It suggests that translation is not limited to the transference of knowledge and
science but goes beyond that to openness to the different in all related cultural, civilizational,
and semiotic structures. In this study, the researcher employed an analytical, critical
methodology. The main findings are raising issues such as the link between translation and
the migration of texts betwixt cultures and the other who is different in terms of identity and
history. Discrepancy is evidence of different cultural imagination and symbolic systems.
However, translation has drawbacks, as manifested in the bias of culture, language, and
history, as well as the desire of the dominant culture to obliterate submissive cultures, deviating

from the purposes of translation and reinforcing difference, instead of denouncing it.
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