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Abstract

Translations of non-Western works introduce other cultures to the Western world. Translation
is understood to be an act of rewriting/creation, which plays a role in promoting the source language
and culture. Tayeb Salih’s Season of Migration to the North is a Sudanese Arab-African novel,
translated into English, from a postcolonial perspective, reading the novel in translation does not
convey the qualities of the original work to the Western reader. The translation is rather a
reconstitution of the text mediated by the differences in the culture of the target language and this
determines the relationship between dominant and subordinate cultures through "transculturation."
This paper also addresses the question of whether the translation of literature conveys a true
cultural presentation of the other, or whether the translator, in postcolonial discourse, acts as a
colonizer of the text, a space open to colonization.
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1- The infidel women are not so knowledgeable about this business as our village girls, said
Bint Majzoub. They are uncircumcised and treat the whole business like having a drink

of water. The village girl rubbed herself all over with oil and perfume [...]. (Season of
Migration (67).

(840 Jleidl Ul 8zl M}A) -] Zt:a:).”j oLty aTudl Jaas
2- They say the infidel women are something Unbelievable. (Season of Migration 80)

3- That is enough of the heathen’s drink, said Bint Majzoub, it’s certainly formidable stuff
and not a bit like date arak. (Season of Migration 125)
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4- Sometimes she would hear me out in silence, a Christian sympathy in her Eyes. Season
of Migration (38)
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Almighty God sanctioned marriage and He sanctioned divorce."Take them with liberality
and separate from them with liberality," he said. "Women and children are the adornment of
life on this earth," God said in His noble Book. I [the narrator] said to Wad Rayyes that the Ko-
ran did not say "Women and Children" but "Wealth and Children." He answered: "In any case,

there’s no pleasure like that of fornication". Season of Migration 78).
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