Tge

dyclainVlg dulusyl oglel) ygald wul a1
Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences

OPEN ACCESS

Jli si25 Smots pisi 1
Qatar University Press

(o) s Bl
“dpusyall loyalaVig lugsgoruwyl
abdellali.hajjat@ulb.be
ot o Ol 1Az
s Haaly e lena¥ls 2alus pslal] Gaals (ol 350 citimly e 3l
bbenlahcene@qu.edu.qa
Sroddl sl o i s papoms
shd dasl> dueloaazVly AuludYl aglall Gouls (ol 5550 ke
n.alshamari@qu.edu.qa
uailo

LMzl g Gle Fgao ats 568 (Logdsadludls Blazll oudyall (o1 Jusell 2lys J) JUall lis oo
..!LQ.)lj I a9 (113 e asleiel e oni> Ll 8yud (gueg ¢ gwbiad! DY Jlms (e Auclain¥l aglall
Logd 9l Joo Oguud pall 05 s8I Layuial (@l lyadill e 13Lare ] addl) golakl wlaadl Gllasedl ye ol
Jéi Lcdala EMxa ‘3 oy 5\.}}5)1‘ Le Laas| ﬁ}la_" EMza ‘3 Soozi ¥ L«-T EUIES I NTS |- E B ’2?3‘ Jel U=y
Logdeadyll Joo (80l1) Apdyall by, Nl s Blaia e sl 3855 @ . oY Jlall 2515 8o of dpaal
| iy Logd gl pgan slagiul G G5 b Jgzs> g«._uzlﬁ gl dl 252 ¥ ) Blaidl) @S5
agall A g 281l (e Al oIS cny sl Joedl b Uil oy 2eadhe W g Anliand| lyllaiel A L
Byiay ¥ gl wlewd! padly Analall 28001 I 5Laxd¥L Logdgadlusdl Sl § othaladl i Ll a bl s sy Low
Losdpadlal) §Sin B o 3290 st 1 LN oMl e 5yl JLAL) by (s Lusgpedldl 5,Sie
(o389 Ll @ MY il ilog LaylSG) J) i Lisgd gdadll Jogom (ouad il gopn Y1 Juadl JSCAT (318 o) iSag

Luelara¥ aglall cLogdgadlddl Ludyd « Juzl « ua8¥1 Szl :dan lio gl culalD ]

*  Abdellali Hajjat, JIslamophobia and French academia», Current Sociology, pp. 1-20, © The Author(s) 2020 (sageuk) https://
doi.org/10.1177/0011392120948920. Reprinted by Permission of SAGE Publications, Ltd. License Number 5057031018999,
License date Apr 27, 2021

sx https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9742-2108.

A olr> Q) die B yall Lagsl8¥1g Lgd sl e ¢ winls gpadidly (nme) Olots et (33 1 nlsndW

2021 o1 soadl el sl ¢ paeses

https://doi.org/10.29117/tis.2021.0060

Creative Commons L, 4 iég A=l Wall sda ,dd @3 ks dasle ad 5l il pas,ll Azl (gpaddl (o ¢ 2021 ©
Joadl Aud iy e gylmtll pe alusenudly Las ) sds mewd . Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0)
Ly 4.[.-»3_7_75 d>3a9 dliwgy Ll ji JIEY o S ‘_5L Jeadl Jasg (@3939 Fud Ly = LS dde el "_51 Ole 2o cdbs I
a5l ) ¥ Jeadl ol Ul cdle

a8 daaly 485 515 Ly tisy e Laa¥lg 2Lud¥) aslall 9als (ol 3850 b Huad 2021 (1 sotall (S sl paams Usmae

| 114


mailto:bbenlahcene@qu.edu.qa
mailto:n.alshamari@qu.edu.qa
mailto:bbenlahcene@qu.edu.qa
https://doi.org/10.1177/0011392120948920
https://doi.org/10.1177/0011392120948920
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9742-2108

I | ]
llj s deols i)l gl
Qatar University Press — ! —

daclainVlg byl oglel) ygala gl jop0
Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences

OPEN ACCESS

Research Article (translated)

Islamophobia and French Academia

Abdellati Hajjat, Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium
abdellali.hajjat@ulb.be
Translated by: Badrane Benlahcene

Research Associate Professor, Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences
bbenlahcene@qu.edu.qa

Edited by: Nayef Bin Nahar Al-Shammari

Director of Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences
n.alshamari@qu.edu.qa

Abstract

The aim of this article is to study the French academic controversy related to Islamophobia. It raises
the general question of the autonomy of social sciences in relation to the political-media field and the
capacity of researchers to be reflexive and distance themselves from the mainstream Islamophobic
discourse. Drawing on the publications produced by French academics about Islamophobia, the article
first analyses the space of controversy, showing that it does not take place in the central social science
journals but on their periphery, or even outside the academic field. It then focuses on the logic of
avoiding the (rare) French accounts on Islamophobia, which not only results in a timid academic
disputatio but also in a disqualification of the concept of Islamophobia that mobilizes arguments similar
to political-media discourses. The tension between factual judgement and value judgement is also
analysed, highlighting how researchers working on Islamophobia are charged with a lack of scientific
rigour and the unacknowledged political bias of the deniers. Finally, the article highlights the
instrumentalization of the reference to Pierre Bourdieu by the deniers of Islamophobia. Thus, the forms
of the French academic controversy on Islamophobia are indicative of the denial of Islamophobia and
the influence of the media on the academic field.

Keywords: Academic field; Controversy; France; Islamophobia; Social sciences
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