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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to explore the various educational dimensions embedded in the Barbie film. It
examines the ways in which these dimensions are conveyed, including the various symbolic implications,
both explicit and implicit, of the colors, music, and language used in the film.

Methodology: This is a qualitative descriptive study that employs the semiological approach proposed by
Christian Metz to analyze selected scenes from Barbie.

Findings: Barbie appears to incorporate several negative educational elements that adversely affect children
and their upbringing, particularly young girls. It questions the intrinsic value of motherhood, which is crucial
for the preservation of lineage and the continuity of future generations. Furthermore, the film highlights
facets of female identity that are disconnected from reproductive roles and romantic relationships. It focuses
on women’s personal lives, while undermining traditional masculine identity, which has historically been
vital for upholding societal values, guiding the upbringing of youth, and ensuring social equilibrium.

Originality: This research is distinctive in its critical pedagogical analysis of Barbie using a semiological
perspective, connecting visual and linguistic symbolism to educational and value-based dimensions. The
framework provided by Christian Metz helps in interpreting the hidden messages in this film intended for
children, thus paving the way for a deeper understanding of the impact of visual media on education and

the challenges it poses within Muslim contexts.
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(3) Zhou, "Breakthrough and Beyond", p. 185.
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