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Abstract
Research Objectives: This study aims to analyze Muslim feminists’ criticism of legal rulings pertinent to women
issues, with a special focus on their lack of understanding and conflation of two legal principles within these rulings,
the universals (al-kulliyyat) and the particulars (al-juz iyyat).
Methodology: The study utilizes both descriptive-analytical and critical methodology. Through the methodological
lens of legal theory (usil al-figh), it traces and constructs the Islamic feminist position on the subject matter, analyzes

it, and evaluates its diverse implications.

Findings: We draw several key conclusions, notably the Muslim feminists’ failure to recognize and understand the
dichotomy of particular (juz 7) and universal (kull7) rulings, which manifests on two fronts or levels. The first level is
operational and can be seen in their method of undertaking the legal text. The second level is epistemological and can
be traced in how they define value universals (al-kulliyyat al-qiyamiyya), especially in their assessments of the cases

that pertain to each universal principle.

Originality: The study contributes an original and substantial legal-theory based (usi/7) analysis of the fundamental
principles upon which Muslim feminists build their criticism of figh rulings. As such, it highlights an aspect that has

remained largely underexplored despite its relevance to the intellectual output of this movement.

Keywords: Feminism; Islam; Figh; Universals (kulliyyat); Particulars (juz iyyat); Thought
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