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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to uncover instances of collective jurisprudence in the Islamic heritage
and the innovations brought to it by Imam al-Qaradawi. It also seeks to catalogue and organise
instances of ‘vital interest’ (maslaha hayawiyya) across al-Qaradaw1’s writings and explore the
major links between safeguarding internal and external vital interests and the conditions for a
civilisational response.

Methodology: The study employs a descriptive-analytical method, incorporating elements of
critique and comparison. It relies primarily on al-Qaradawi’s writings and related studies.
Results: The findings emphasise an urgent need to systematically document and apply the
principles of collective jurisprudence to address major civilisational dilemmas promptly and to
mobilise both moral and material resources to overcome the obstacles facing Muslim society. This
study further highlights the importance of providing the means for that purpose and developing a
jurisprudence safeguarding essential collective interests, both internal and external, as neglecting
them would harm the entire Muslim community, threaten its overall security, and delay a much-
anticipated civilisational renaissance.

Originality: This study’s uniqueness lies in highlighting al-Qaradawi’s forward-looking and
adaptive vision, aiming to expand Islamic jurisprudence to encompass the realm of vital interests.
These interests vary between necessities and needs, with the majority falling into the category
of immediate obligations. They intersect with both individual and collective duties, and their
realisation strengthens the civilisational response required to meet the pressing challenges facing
the Islamic community, enabling it to assume an optimal role in contributing to the welfare of
humanity.

Keywords: Al-Qaradawt; Collective jurisprudence; Vital interests; Civilisational response
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