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Abstract

Objectives: Sheikh al-Qaradawi established a jurisprudential approach distinct from the prevalent
methodologies in the scholarly arena, notably differing from traditional madhhab-based (school-
based) and Salafi methodologies. Numerous scholars from the traditional school-based perspective
have described his approach as contradictory and inconsistent, suggesting it lacks consistent,
systematic, and established jurisprudential principles. They argue that he alters his approach in
accordance with the issues at hand, often influenced by contemporary circumstances and in favour
of the easier option. These scholars have presented a range of evidence and examples to support
their claims. This study aims to examine these claims, as presented by their proponents, to assess
their accuracy and validity.

Methodology: The author employed a descriptive, analytical, and then critical approach, presenting
the claims and their evidence as cited by their proponents and then discussing them both generally
and in detail in light of the nature of jjtihad (independent reasoning) among jurists, mainly as it
appears in Sheikh al-Qaradawi’s methodology.

Results: The author concludes that the aforementioned claims lack precision and objectivity and
that the Sheikh’s methodology is no less stable and consistent than the traditional school-based
jurisprudential approach.

Originality: This study is the first to address and evaluate the claims of methodological
inconsistency in Sheikh al-Qaradawi’s approach.
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