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Abstract

Objectives: Al-Qaradawi established principles and guidelines for modernizing concepts and
terminology, with the goal of fostering their sound understanding and effective application. His
approach follows a systematic method that considers the context and historical development of
language. He incorporates insights from the Qur’an and the Sunna, references traditional usage,
and keeps the goals of the Sharia and the intentions of the lawgiver in mind. His methodology is
responsive to current issues and looks ahead to future challenges. This study seeks to explore al-
Qaradawi’s approach to renewing three key concepts: ‘renewal’, ‘umma’ (the Islamic community),
and ‘jurisprudence’. It aims to clarify their meanings and the potential for their renewal through
a balanced approach that values both depth and creativity. The study intends to offer a model that
researchers and scholars can use to further develop and expand these areas within an inclusive
framework.

Methodology: This study relies on an inductive approach to explore al-Qaradaw1’s legacy, including
his books and lectures, as well as an analytical approach to examining these sources.

Results: The article highlights al-Qaradawi’s approach to renewal in conceptual terms, outlining its
guidelines and characteristics. It also reveals his deep focus on terminology, emphasising foundational
understanding, practical application, as well as critique and renewal.

Originality: Although there is a wealth of Islamic scholarship on al-Qaradawt’s jurisprudential and
intellectual work, this study focuses on his approach to concepts and terminology. It examines crucial
ideas he developed in his writings and how he approached updating them.
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