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Abstract

Objectives: This paper compares the perspectives of sixteen Quranic exegetes with those of Is-
lamic polemicists specialised in Christian studies, particularly in their treatment of the Christian
concept of the Trinity.

Methodology: The paper employs an inductive approach to uncover the views of various Quranic
interpreters and Islamic polemicists regarding the Trinity. Besides, it utilises a comparative meth-
od to discuss and contrast their opinions on the subject matter.

Findings: Comparing the polemicists’ views with those of the exegetes reveals the precision and
consistency of the former in conveying the Christian understanding of the Trinity. In contrast, the
exegetes' interpretations vary, with some describing it as three hypostases, others as three gods,
and occasionally an exegete may mention both interpretations. There is also a distinction in ad-
dressing the third entity of the Trinity. While the polemicists identify it as the Holy Spirit, some
exegetes alternatively mention Mary, and others refer to both views.

Originality: The paper underscores the importance of cautiously conveying Christian beliefs
about the Trinity based on certain exegetes, highlighting the specialisation of polemicists in reli-
gious studies.

Keywords: Christian Trinity; Trinitarianism; Christian Doctrines; Quranic Exegesis; Islam-
ic-Christian Dialogue
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