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Abstract:

Purpose: The paper aims to discuss some segments of the colossal trajectory of Occidental discourses put
forward by Hindus, Muslims and common cultural protagonists in India both in qualitative and quantitative
parameters, which, though deeply trenched in history, has recourse to a plethora of historical factors that
can hardly exclude white man’s colonial ambitions (Portuguese, French, English and others) enjoying his
own choice of inclusion and exclusion. Such a legacy of Indian Occidentalism alongside its present scenar-
io constitutes an academic discourse of immense magnitude, both quantitative and qualitative, that draws

worldwide reckoning.

Methodology: The study employs inductive method while subjecting cross-sections of the legacy of Indian
Occidentalism to historicistic-evaluative perspectives to reckon with the philosophical, cultural and social

ambits of the Western other.

Findings: The prominent findings augment plurality and difference in textual or thematic analysis of the
target sources due to multiplicity of angles involved in the occidental corpus. But the same is least visible
when it comes to addressal of imperial benchmarks. The study also exhibits applicability of occidental
knowledge in some socio-political domains in India.

Originality: The scientific value of this paper can be gauged by the amounts of questions it poses — pre-
sumedly for the first time - in terms of methodological susceptibility while Indian occidentalism in its reli-
gio-philosophical and cultural trilogy is seen, in retrospect, from original sources in objective and critical
perspectives. Such questions are rife with potential dwindling factors in core areas of traditional occiden-

talism when it comes to critical evaluation.
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(1) Anthony S.J. D’Costa, The Christianisation of the Goa Islands, 1510-1567 (Bombay: Heras Institute, 1965); William Hunter
W., The Imperial Gazetteer of India. Trubner & Co, 1886; Priolkar, A. K. The Goa Inquisition. (Bombay University, 1961);
R. N. Sakshena, Goa: Into the Mainstream. (Abhinav Publications, 2003); Antonio Jose Saraiva, The Marrano Factory. The
Portuguese Inquisition and Its New Christians, 1536—1765 (Brill, Y+ +V); K. M. Panikkar, Malabar and the Portuguese: Being
a History of the Relations of the Portuguese with Malabar from 1500 to 1663. (New Delhi: Voice of India, 2016).

(2) C. Anderson, The Indian Uprising of 1857-8: Prisons, Prisoners and Rebellion (London: Anthem Press, 2007), p. 17.
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(1) Eugene Stock, The History of the Church Missionary Society its Environment, its Men and its Work. (London: 1899-1916), vol.
2,p. 171.

(2) “We pass on to the consideration of Dr. Pfander s writings, which consist of three treatises: first, Mizan-ul-Haqq, or “Balance
of Truth”; second, Miftah-ul-Asrar, or “Key of Mysteries”; and third, Tarig-ul-Hydt, or “Way of Salvation.” They were origi-
nally written in Persian, but have also been published in Urdoo, excepting the last which is in progress of translation. From his
residence and travels in Persia, Pfander possesses advantages which fortunately qualify him in an unusual degree for the great
controversy with our Moslem population. He was attached for ten or twelve years to the German mission at Fort Shushy on the
confines of Georgia, from whence he made frequent and protracted visits to Persia, penetrating as far as Bagdad, and returning
by a circuitous tour through Isfahan and Teheran. In 1836, the Russian Government, unable to tolerate the presence of foreign
ecclesiastics, put a stop to the mission, and thus proved the means of providing us with labourers who in the field of Persia had
acquired so valuable a knowledge of its language and so intimate an acquaintance with the religion and tenets of the Moham-
medans. Pfander joined the Indian mission of the C. M. S. in 1838..... The original Persian edition was published at Shushy in
1835, and the Urdoo translation was lithographed at Mirzapore in 1843 ”; Sir William Muir, The Mohammedan Controversy:
Biographies of Mohammed, Sprenger on Tradition, The Indian Liturgy, and the Psalter (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1897), p. 20.

(3) Behramji M. Malabari. The Indian Eye on English Life — Rambles of Pilgrim Reformer. (London: Westminster, Archibald Con-
stable & Company, Publishers to the India Office, 1893).
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“As to ruling India by the sword, my dear Colonel Swashbuckler, you ought to know better: How many swords do you keep in
India? Sixty thousand? Eighty thousand? A hundred thousand? And is the population of India? Two hundred millions. Now
1 defy you to cut off two thousand heads with one sword, even in imagination. You will use the armies of Native States? How
much will that swell in number of your swords? And you are shrewd enough to know that blood is thicker than water. Take my
advice, dear Colonel: put your sword into a barrel of vinegar. It will improve vinegar and steel alike, and give you time to read
up your school books of history again. How long can one nation rule another merely by the arm of flesh? Long may England
continue to rule us, not by sword, but by the rod”.
kil ()
Dayaram Gidumal, The Life and Life-work of Behramji M. Malabari (London: Fisher and Unwin, 1892); Rustomji Pestonji
Karkaria, India, Forty Years of Progress and Reform: Being a Sketch of the Life and Times of Behramji M. Malabari (London:
Henry Frowde, 1896); Eckehard Kulke, The Parsis in India: A Minority as Agent of Social Change (New Delhi: Bell Books,
1978); Sardar Jogendra B. M. Singh, Malabari: Rambles with the Pilgrim Reformer (London: Bell and Sons, 1914); Delphine
Menant, “Influence of Max Miiller’s Hibbert Lectures in India,” The American Journal of Theology, vol.11, no. 2 (1907), pp.
293-307.
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(1) Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and Emergence of World Order (Simon & Schuster, 2011).
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