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ABSTRACT 

There are many objective reasons that have brought into existence 
what Philosophy historians called Modern Philosophy that created the 
present Western Civilization and paved the way for issues in 
Contemporary Philosophy. Modern Philosophy has split into two main 
schools: Rationalism and Empiricism both of which led to what is 
known today as Secularism and this point will not be discussed here. 

In this short paper I reviewed and analyzed -what I thought - some 
of the most important reasons for the emergence of Modern Philosophy. 
This is done through the most important features of the intellectual life 
to what is known in the history of Europe as The Age of Faith (The 
Dark Ages). The Age of Faith was based on the Clerics theory of 
religious thought, which eliminated by the Renaissance. The 
Renaissance represented an introduction to Modern Philosophy as it 
contained introductory thoughts that eliminated the Clerics. 

In this study, I followed the historical analytical approach in the 
selection of research data. Soon this approach guided me to an amazing 
result that the Clerics - as a theory for understanding, interpretation and 
application of religion - was serious in overwhelming the whole life 
with a religious nature developed by powerful men who believed in 
what they sought and worked hard towards applying it in all walks of 
life. I have chosen to study some aspects of Philosophy, Science, Art, 
and Monasticism which represented the spiritual and practical life of 
that era. Surprisingly I found the result of application is quite possible in 
a way- regardless of its cost in life. On the other hand, it was amazing to 
see a serious attempt and its results on the ground. The interesting result 
that I found was that religion- as a theoretical thought elicited from a 
sacred text - can be applied in life, regardless of the reliability of 
elicitation process or the source elicited from. 
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{Everything was of dual significance: red was both a color. and 
a symbol of the blood of Christ. Wood recalled the True Cross. The 
crab's sideways motion symbolized fraudulence. The whole of the sky 
was filled with signs ... } Jamese Burke, The Day The Universe 
Changed," p. 28, London Writers Ltd 1995 

"The Etymologies were massive, rambling and confused. Later 
scholars, such as the Venerable Bede, the eighth-century Abbot of 
Wearmouth and Jarrow in Northumberland, added to it from time to 
time. The encyclopedias and the other lists of 'facts' about the world to 
be found at the time in various books on minerals, animals and plants, 
presented the knowledge in what would appear to us a strange way. 
Everything had a hidden meaning, because, according to Augustine's 
teaching, nature's true meaning was not made visible by God. Nothing, 
therefore, was what it seemed. The 'Book of Nature' was a cryptogram 
that had to be decoded by the faithful. 

The world described in these books was a world of shadows. 
Behind every object lay an 'idea', a spiritual entity that was its only real 
meaning. Its earthly, visible manifestation was unimportant. Everything 
was of dual significance: red was both a colour, and a symbol of the 
blood of Christ. Wood recalled the True Cross. The crab's sideways 
motion symbolised fraudulence. The whole of the sky was filled with 
signs/ Astrology endowed all of nature with power to affect life in some 
way. But this weird, mystic interpretation of reality was driven back 
inside the monasteries when new invasions and the break up of 
Charlemagne's Empire after his death in the ninth century brought 
Europe into chaos once more .... " Jamese Burke, The Day The 
Universe Changed," p. 28, London Writers Ltd 1995 
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