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Abstract
Purpose: The study aims to revisit some of the assumptions made by orientalist scholars about the nature
of the differences between the Meccan and Medinan surahs (chapters) in the Quran; especially the claim
that the Prophet was rewriting the Quryan and re-editing it according to certain psychological and political
developments that he was undergoing. The research seeks to identify the source of these assumptions by
way of examining the works of four leading Orientalists in relation to the Meccan Qur’an, and then
compare them with the texts of the Meccan Qur’an, so as to show the glare discrepancies between them.
Methodology: The study is based on the method of text analysis in line with Arabic rhetoric, as well as
the historical approach, where texts are seen in light of the historical context in which they were produced.
Findings: The study concluded that the following three assumptions are incorrect: that the Prophet was
rewriting the Quran in accordance with the psychological and political developments he was undergoing,
that Hijra (migration to Medina) represented a radical development in the basic tenets of Islam, and that
the Meccan surahs were pessimistic in their entirety. The falsity of such assumptions are exposed upon a
close reading of the Meccan surahs texts, thus demonstrating the opposite.
Originality: The study highlights the fact that some of the orientalist’ studies depend on preconceived
intellectual bases, and that some of them attempt to rearrange the Qur’anic Ayahs (verses) and its surahs
according to those bases, which puts their scientific objectivity and intellectual honesty in question.
Keywords: The Meccan verses, History of Medinan Quran revelation, Intertextuality, Orientalists,
Loose-arrangement.
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(1) See Susannah, Heschel: German Jewish Scholarship on Islam as a Tool for De-Orientalizing Judaism, New German Critique,
No. 117, Special Issue for Anson Rabinbach (Fall 2012).

(2) Watt, Montgomery, Muhammad at Mecca, p. 134.
(3) Watt, Montgomery, Muhammad at Mecca, p. 13.
(4) Watt, Montgomery, Muhammad at Mecca, p. 242.

70



71

16 dooly o220 diole of T -/l EET _ (1120l -FA U oll) dollwdl Olwllg dopnivl dus dlyo

&2l roJlg Jalnoll
ZHN PESPERWATENR
B RRARE-I PR A1 SRRV PRYJS-I /I EXWENCHS :ﬁu‘um\&mg\,; .

1440 cgﬁjigtﬁb\;:c@ﬁct}f)‘.u\U)é&#‘QTﬂlfjbéguﬂ!yu‘mM\&m‘E;LSJJJ\ o
.Y"Vea.:«lx.j\g_.,.:ﬁ\)\bIQngcQTJﬁ|r‘9.L°ébuJ.J|cwﬂ\).b.¢u§';5j}“ °

.\‘\‘\/\c&&xﬂ\;\.::g»lu.bLgu.Hcu.bwub&&ja}zjlh\gmidbbk}:gc\ccduﬁ‘cﬁpdayﬁchfi;}S\ °

N4 ety alls dellall S 1s e SO OT 0 BLIY o gl oomall 5135 2o ¢ Ul s @
NAVY (Sl 1 Al o daT a2 5 T80 JSCte Josl oo oy bl e ot BB ol 0
YA BBsYIs,l :,Ja;cvvcj,mfw‘yewcmiamcg;g,w .

XNTOE L S s iy 0 (ald ) sl de Ao 5 AT 8 )l (Ul e ool @

Y Mg psliall -G

References

Al-Zarkashi, Badr al-Din, al-Burhan fi Ulum al-Quran, (in Arabic), (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 2007).
Bartky, S. L., Philosophy and Philological Research, Vol. 39, No. 4. (Jun., 1979).

Bell, Richard, the Origin of Islam in Its Christian Environment: The Gunning Lectures, Frank Cass & Co. LTD, 1968.
Bell, Richard, The Qur’an: Translated With a Critical Re-arrangement of the Surahs (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1939).
www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/professor_fred_donner.pdf

Darraz, Muhammad, al-Naba al Azim: nazarat jadidah fi al-Quran, (in Arabic), (Doha: Dar al-Thaqafah, 2007).
Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of The Qur’an (Chicago & London: University of Chicago Press, 1980).

Goldziher, Ignaz, Introduction to Islamic Theology, translated by Andras and Ruth Hamori (with an introduction and
additional notes by Bernard Lewis), (Princeton: Princeton University Press, New Jersey,1981)

Heschel, Susannah: German Jewish Scholarship on Islam as a Tool for De-Orientalizing Judaism, New German
Critique, No. 117, Special Issue for Anson Rabinbach (Fall 2012).

Johnsen, Harald: Bjornar Olsen, Hermeneutics and Archaeology: On the Philosophy of Contextual Archaeology,
American Antiquity, Vol. 57, No. 3 (Jul., 1992).

McCullagh, C. Behan, Can Understanding of Old Texts be Objective? History and Theory, Vol.30,No. 3. (Oct., 1991).

Neuwirth, Angelika, "Two Views of History and Human Future: Qur’anic and Biblical Rendering of Divine Promises,"
Journal of Qur’anic Studies, Vol. 10, No. 1 (2008).

Noldeke, Theodore, The History of the Qur’an, by, Friedrich Schwally, edited and translated by Wolfgang H. Behn
(Brill, Leiden. Boston, 2013).

Rippin, A., "Reading the Quran with Richard Bell," Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 112, No. 4 (Oct.-
Dec., 1992).

Rippin, A., "Review: Reading the Qur’an with Richard Bell," Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 112, No.
4 (Oct.-Dec., 1992).

Seerveld, Calvin, "Truth and Method," Review article, The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, Vol. 36, No. 4
(summer, 1978).

Watt, Montgomery, Mohammad at Mecca (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1953).

Watt, M. "The Dating of the Qur’an: A Review of Richard Bell’s Theories," The Journal of the Royal Society of Great
Britain and Ireland, No. 1/2 (Apr., 1957).





