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The Effect of Abstraction of Script in the Emergence of Quranic
Recitations According to Orientalists
Ghanim Al-Hamad
Professor of Quranic Studies at Baghdad and Tikrit Universities — Iraq
hamad1370@yahoo.co.uk
Abstract
Purpose: The Study aims to discuss the view of a number of Orientalists that the origin of variation in
Qur’anic recitations is due to the lack of dots and vowels marks in the script in which the first Qur'ans
were written.
Methodology: The study follows the inductive approach by looking at some of the orientalists’ views
about the topic of the writing of the Qur’an, the analytical approach in the study of narrations and many
accounts that look at the writing of ancient Qur’an, and the comparative critical approach in discussing
and debating the orientalists’ views as to the topic of the study.
Findings: One of the most prominent findings of the study is that variations in recitations is not due to
the lack of dots and vowels marks in old written Qur’ans, but is one of the fruits of the revelation of the
Qur’an in what is known as the “Seven Letters,” and that direct oral instruction (talaqqi or mushafaha)
is the means by which Muslims transmitted the Qur’an one generation to the other, with no diligence nor
invention in recitation.
Originality: The scientific value of the study is reflected in acknowledging the principle of full confidence
in the Qur’anic text and its integrity from any alteration. Early memorizers of the Qur’an had a role that
was limited to its conveyance one generation after the other as it is with no interference whatsoever in
its words or letters.
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