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Abstract
Purpose: The study aims to uncover the roots of Arab and Islamic knowledge in the West. This is in order to pave the way for the
science of Occidentalism which reflects the scientific efforts of Orientalism, which contributed in all its phases to help Western
politics to further capture the stranglehold of the Islamic East.
Methodology: The study is based on the inductive and descriptive historical methodologies. It researches in the pre-Islamic Jahiliya
heritage, then in the Holy Quran and the Prophet's Noble Sunnah which is rich with texts and hadiths guiding to the need for
Muslims to invite others to Islam which necessitates first to be acquainted with them. The study also looks into the broad Islamic
experience in the knowledge of the West, which is scattered in the books of writers, encyclopaedic researchers, travellers, geographers,
diplomats, merchants, intelligence men, and scholars of comparative religion.
Findings:The study concludes that Occidentalism must rely on previous experiences in heritage books, give due attention to Islamic
achievement in getting acquainted with the other, and the use of the codes of contemporary jurisprudence and books of Islamic
international relations in the evaluation of Islamic acquaintance with the other. Special attention must also be paid to the impact of
such acquaintance on shaping the Islamic legislative code.
Originality: the originality of the study is manifested in revealing the view of Muslims to the Middle Ages in the West by examining
their religions and cultures, their attitudes towards the other, and trying to build a cognitive root for contemporary Occidentalism.
Keywords: Occidentalism, Orientalism, The West, Romans, Europe
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