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Abstract

The present study aimed at identifying the plans of high school students after graduation, the factors
that affect their choices of university, and the extent to which Qatari high school students are interested
in engineering and sciences majors. Data was collected through an electronic questionnaire that was sent
by e-mail to all second and third year high school students in all Qatar high schools, a total number of
which is 19,555 students during the academic year 2020. 4331 male and female students answered the
questionnaire, with a response rate of 22%. The survey reliability was calculated using Krippendorff’s Alpha
reaching 0.82. Results showed that 60% of high school students wish to study at Qatar University. The most
popular university majors include medicine (28%), engineering (24%), management and economics (21%),
and health sciences (14%). Besides, results showed that the most important sources of information that
help students choose universities are university websites (64%) and social media (58%); they showed as well
that the most important factors that affect their university choices include the availability of the desired
majors (79%), the availability of programs that provide good job opportunities (76%), and the status of the
university (64%), and that the most important information that a student would like to know regarding
university studies is admission requirements (41%). Recommendations and suggestions are presented at the
end of the study.

Keywords: Educational planning; University majors; Students' future orientations; Students’ perceptions
of Qatar University; Students recruitment
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