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Abstract

The Jordanian Constitution has adopted the concept of complementary laws, as reflected in the
latest 2022 amendments. Given the novelty of regulating them in the Jordanian Constitution, this
study aims to explain the nature of the laws complementary to the constitution, their legal status,
judicial oversight of their constitutionality, and the adequacy of the provisions regulating them in
the Jordanian Constitution compared to the Egyptian Constitution.

The study adopted the descriptive, analytic, and comparative approaches by tackling the Jordanian
and Egyptian constitutional texts that regulate the laws complementary to the constitution,
comparing them, and analyzing jurisprudential opinions and constitutional judicial rulings.

The study concludes a number of results; the most important of which is that the Jordanian and
Egyptian constitutions do not have clear standards that help distinguish the laws complementary
to the constitution. They, moreover, do not explicitly define their legal status. The Egyptian
Constitutional Judiciary reviewed the constitutionality of these laws, while the Jordanian
Constitutional Judiciary was unable to do the same due to the recent adoption of such laws.

The study makes a set of recommendations, most notably that due to the deficiency in regulating
the laws complementary to the constitution in the Jordanian Constitution, which is manifest by
the fact that they are only listed without explaining their legal status. It is, therefore, necessary
to amend the Jordanian Constitution to address this deficiency. The Jordanian Constitutional
Judiciary should also monitor formal procedures for ratifying the laws complementary to the
constitution while reviewing their constitutionality.

Keywords: Constitution; Constitutional judiciary; Laws; Judicial oversight; Constitutional
amendments
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