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Abstract

The atrocities of the Zionist entity against civilians in Gaza, alongside the Zionists’ suppression
of media, international organizations, and civil society organizations, motivated the author to
write this research aiming at the establishment of a system, strengthening the role of civil society
organizations and individuals in criminal technological documentation. This study adopts three
approaches: descriptive, deductive, and comparative. This offers a comprehensive examination
of the fundamental principles governing documentation done by civil society organizations and
individuals through digital technologies. The established framework is built upon the guidelines
outlined by the Public International Law and Policy Group concerning the principles guiding
the documentation of human rights violations by civil society—further, the jurisprudence
of international courts. This research emphasizes the harmonization of efforts aimed towards
achieving accountability and, thus, criminal justice through regulating documentation of civil
society organizations while also advocating for improved coordination and collaboration among
civil society, governments, and the media. Furthermore, establishing regional framework
facilitating the participation of individuals from Arab and Islamic nations in documentation. This
research is relevant to studies establishing rules regulating technological criminal documentation
practiced by individuals and civil society organizations and its evidentiary value. There is still
room for contributing to the formulation of such rules, as there are no established rules applied by
national and international courts. Particularly, science is developing, and challenges brought by
technology are revealing. Therefore, there is a need for similar studies particularly that crimes of
the Zionists in Gaza are exposed using technology by civil society organizations or individuals.
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2 Handbook on Civil Society Documentation of Serious Human Rights Violations. Pages 11 and 12. Available: https://
staticl.squarespace.com/static/5900b58e1b631bffa367167e/t/59dfab4480bdSef9add73271/1507830600233/Handbook-
on-Civil-Society-Documentation-of-Serious-Human-Rights-Violations_c.pdf (Accessed Dec. 03, 2023); Also, Civil

Society and the ICC | Coalition for the International Criminal Court, https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/explore/civil-
society-and-icc#:~:text=Civil%20society%20plays%20a%?20key,a%20guilty%20verdict%20be%20rendered (accessed
Dec 3, 2023)
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Human Rights in Palestine and other Occupied Arab Territories: Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on
the Gaza Conflict, page 15, para 18(d). Available at: https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/12session/a-
hrc-1248-.pdf (Accessed Dec 4, 2023);
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"How We Verify Our Reporting on the Ukraine War" The New York Times, https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/11/world/
europe/ukraine-war-journalism.html (accessed Jan 7, 2024).
4 Application instituting proceedings and request for provisional measures (The Gambia/Myanmar), I.C. J. (November 11).
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/178/178-20191111-APP-01-00-EN.pdf (accessed Mar 1, 2024).
5 “Satellite Imagery and Video Shows Some Gazan Cemeteries Razed by Israeli Forces” The New York Times, https://
www.nytimes.com/2023/12/14/world/middleeast/gaza-cemeteries-damage-israel.html (accessed Mar 1, 2024).
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10 "The media doesn’t care what happens here" The New York Times, https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/22/magazine/the-

media-doesnt-care-what-happens-here.html (accessed Dec 4, 2023).
11 Ukraine’s public mobilizes to Document War Crimes: Human Rights First, https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/ukraines-

public-mobilizes-to-document-war-crimes/ (accessed Jan 7, 2024)
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24 The ECtHR has also taken a similar position in stating that documents such as non-governmental or governmental reports
can bear different weight depending on ‘the authority and reputation of their authors, the seriousness of the investigations
by means of which they were compiled, the consistency of their conclusions and whether they are corroborated by
other sources’. Case of Georgia v. Russia (1), Merits, App No 13255/07, Council of Europe: European Court of Human
Rights: Grand Chamber (3 July 2014), para 138, available at: https://www.refworld.org/jurisprudence/caselaw/echr/2014/
en/122472 (accessed Mar 1, 2024).
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convention/convention-text
https://www.un.org/: Jl Ll JI Lo ¢SV Koy Blel (653 LolesVI 3o 0lay sull (V) 23Ls1 e 22 5301 26
disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-a.pdf
Bd (34) (35 ekl Ayl SN U5 (i AV 315 Ll il 0Ls G (321 0 lis p g o o0 44 35U1 27
https:/laws.uaecabinet.ae/ar/materials/law/1526?page=3 : LWl Lol JI -0 e C)Ua\” ey5¢2021
28 Help center, Instagram, https://help.instagram.com/581066165581870 (accessed Jan 7, 2024).
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29 Chapter 02, Basic principles of human rights monitoring, page 4. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/
Documents/Publications/Chapter02-MHRM.pdf (Last visit: 26 August 2023).

30 The signal code: A human rights approach to information during crisis, pages 24-25. Available at: https://hhi.harvard.
edu/sites/hwpi.harvard.edu/files/humanitarianinitiative/files/signalcode final.pdf?m=1607469621 (Last visit: 26 August
2023).

31 Webinar-Civilian documentation in Sudan Public International Law & Policy Group, https://www.

publicinternationallawandpolicygroup.org/webinar-civilian-documentation-in-sudan (accessed Dec 5, 2023).

32 Documenting International Crimes and Human Rights Violations for Accountability Purposes: Guidelines for Civil
Society Organizations, page 9. Available at: https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2023-06/1CC-Eurojust-CSO-
Guidelines-Eng.pdf (Last visit: 26 August 2023).

33 Handbook on Civil Society Documentation, Op. cit., pp. 35-36; 61-62.
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34 Documenting International Crimes, Op. cit., p. 8.

35 Handbook on Civil Society Documentation, Op. cit., p. 27.
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36 Ibid., p. 25.

37 Amazonaws. Ethical Guidelines: Using Eyewitness Videos in Human Rights Reporting & Advocacy, p. 3, https:/s3-
uswest2.amazonaws.com/librarywebfiles/Training+Materials/Training+PDFs/Video+as+Evidence+Guides/English/
VaE_Ethical+Guidelines vl 2 11Feb2016.pdf (accessed Mar 1, 2024).

38 Ibid., pp. 34-.

39 “Gaza women and the isdal robes that shield them as war strips their privacy” Aljazeera.com, https://www.aljazeera.com/
features/2024/1/4/gaza-women-isdal-robes-them-war-strips-their-privacy (accessed Mar 1, 2024).

40 William A Schabas, An introduction to the International Criminal Court, page 337 (Cambridge University Press 6) (2020).

41 Ibid.
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42 Handbook on Civil Society Documentation, Op. cit., p. 84.
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43 Twitter to the Rescue? How is Social Media Transforming Human Rights Monitoring? Amnesty International
USA, https://www.amnestyusa.org/updates/twitter-to-the-rescue-how-social-media-is-transforming-human-rights-
monitoring/#:~:text=Similar%20t0%?20journalists%2C%20human%?20rights,evidence%200{%20human%20rights%20

violations (accessed Dec 6, 2023).
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44 Handbook on Civil Society Documentation, Op. cit., p. 120.

€2023/12/6 15,0 1 5,6 elpgMile 13131 155 O 5 515 | sdg il 47 o) ) SlagaN (85 O gins) (255 41 45
https://shorturl.at/fgxIQ
46 Federica D’Alessandra & Kirsty Sutherland, The promise and challenges of new actors and new technologies in
International Justice, 19 JICJ, 9-34, page 22 (2021)
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