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Abstract

This study aims to address what can be called the alienation of science from the reality of
Arab societies. By presenting the trilogy of indigenization, language, and law as synergistic
factors that work to change the landscape of academic knowledge in the universities of the Arab
world. In addition, to provide a partial solution to the crisis of Arab social sciences in particular.
Through description, analysis, and case study approaches, the study presents its trilogy in three
sections: The first reviews the concept of indigenization and its role in building a distinctive
scientific and cultural identity, its requirements and conditions. The second deals with the reality
of universities and the state of social sciences in them, scientific publishing in foreign languages,
and university policies related to deepening the crisis, and language as a tool for indigenization.
The third presents the role of law in supporting the Arabic language, and addresses the Qatari
law regarding protection of the Arabic language as an example. The study reached a set of results
related to the faltering efforts to indigenize science due to weak interest in the Arabic language
in universities, and the weakness of laws and policies related to Arabization and protection of
the Arabic language, which hinders the role of sciences in advancing Arab societies. The study
presented its recommendations to concerned legislators and decision-makers regarding the
necessity of amending, activating and enforcing the Arabic Language Protection Law. The study
derives its originality by combining three basic concepts, treated in an interdisciplinary manner,
.to address a multidimensional problem

Keywords: Indigenization of knowledge; Arab identity; Law enforcement; Law protecting the
Arabic language
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