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Abstract

The principle aim of the study is to identify the major provisions of the legal protection from violence against
women added by Kuwaiti Law No. 16 of 2020 on Protection from Domestic Violence, as well as to critically
analyse the major issues related to these provisions. The study followed the descriptive, analytical and critical
approach, in explaining, analysing and criticizing the provisions of the Law on the Protection from Domestic
Violence in the Kuwaiti Penal Code, which are related to the provisions of protection from violence against
women. The findings of the study suggest that two types of legal protection from domestic violence against
women are offered by the aforementioned laws. The first is a form of substantive legal protection. The other
type of legal protection is considered as procedural legal protection. The study also reveals some legislative
problems related to the aforementioned legal protections from domestic violence. The originality of the
research and its scientific value are obvious in the fact that the Kuwaiti legislator did not explicitly recognize
the forms of domestic violence against women as a crime that requires special texts to regulate the provisions of
penal protection for women, except in Law No. 16 of 2020. The latter is a relatively recent law, so this research
contributes to achieving a broader understanding of the most prominent forms of criminal protection from
domestic violence against women, and sheds light on the most prominent legislative problems related to these

protections.
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Eman Alqattan, Criminal Justice Response to Allegations of Sexual Violence in Kuwait: Woman and the Patriarchal Criminal

Justice System (LAP Lambert Academic Publishing 2019), 42.

2 Vern Bullough, Brenda Shelton, and Sarah Slavin, The Subordinated Sex: A History of Attitudes Toward Women (The
University of Georgia Press 1988).

3 Office for National statistics - Domestic abuse prevalence and trends, England and Wales, year ending March 2020; Project
Sanctuary: Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Prevention and Support, ‘Some Statistics about Domestic Violence’
(2021) <https://www.projectsanctuary.org/dv/some-statistics-about-domestic-violence/> accessed 19 August 2021; David
Richard and Jillienne Haglund, Violence against Women and the Law (Routledge 2015) 15-19.
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Sharlene Hesse-Biber, Christina Gilmartin, and Robin Lydenber, ‘Introduction’ in Sharlene Hesse-Biber, Christina
Gilmartin, and Robin Lydenber (eds), Feminist Approaches to Theory and Methodology: An Interdisciplinary Reader (Oxford
University Press 1999) 1-11;
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Martha Chamallas, ‘Introduction to Feminist Legal Theory’ (3" ed., Wolters Kluwer Law and Business 2013) 17-32; Nancy
Levit and Robert Verchick, ‘A Primer Feminist Legal Yheory' (2™ ed., New York University Press, 2016) 11-39.
6  Chamallas, Op. cit., 19-20.
7 Levit and Verchick, Op. cit., 13-14.
8  Chamallas, Op. cit., 20-23.
9  Levit and Verchick, Op. cit., 24-27.
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