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Legal aid is considered a human right in accordance with international standards and constitutional 
notions. It is imperative to expand the concept of legal aid to include legal representation, legal education 
and legal awareness. Colleges of law play a fundamental role in providing legal aid through law clinics, 
in addition to enhancing a culture of voluntarism in collaboration with law firms to serve the Qatari 
society. The Annual International Conference of the College of Law at Qatar University discussed the 
different aspects of legal aid and reached the following recommendations: 

1) Affirm the constitutional principles of the right to justice, which is the right of all people to be 
protected and guaranteed. The role of the law in defining the procedures and conditions for the 
exercise of this right is enhanced by the pillars of justice, charity, freedom, equality, and dignity on 
which the Qatari society is based.

2) Apply the international legal aid standards contained in the United Nations Principles and Guidelines 
on access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems of 2012 and the Model Law of 2017.

3) The obligation of the State and its authorities to create social reality in such a way as to optimize the 
concept of legal aid to vulnerable groups, by expanding the protected groups and the need to make 
the society aware of the concept of legal aid on the religious and moral side.

4) Adopt an independent law on legal aid outlining the various forms of such aid, including legal advice, 
legal representation, legal awareness, and areas of legal education, including various criminal, civil, 
administrative, personal status and other cases.

5) Regulation of legal aid in the national judicial system taking into account two elements:

- The obligation to strengthen the discretionary power for issues related to legal aid for vulnerable 
groups in litigation, expansion of legal aid to include exemption from fees and judicial expenses 
for groups in need and facilitation of access to legal information through a rights awareness 
program and dispute settlement mechanisms with the obligation of establishing the concept of 
groups in need.
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- The obligation of lawyers to provide legal aid to vulnerable groups must be strengthened and the 
seriousness of the assistance provided by lawyers must be ensured.

6) Adopt legislation giving law clinics in the College of Law, in cooperation with civil society 
organizations, an effective and genuine role for legal aid to vulnerable groups.

7) Establish an independent legal aid institution with an independent legal personality, which regulates 
the various matters of legal aid, defines its concept, and decides who has the right to provide it and 
who is eligible to receive it, and the necessary procedures to do so, under the supervision of the 
Council of Ministers.

8) Draft a code of ethics on legal aid that establishes a culture of volunteerism, gives priority to vulnerable 
groups in providing legal aid and defines the roles of those who perform it.

9) Establish a legal aid fund, which is provided by the State in addition to donations from society.

10) Make appropriate amendments to the Law of the Legal Profession No. 23 of 2006 and its amendments 
of Law No. 1 of 2018 in accordance with the duty of counsel to provide free legal aid and in order to 
fulfil the lawyers’ mission to establish a state of justice, charity, social solidarity and moral dignity 
that reflects the identity of the Qatari society.
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