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Abstract

Corona pandemic has emphasized to us the importance of paying more attention to International
Disaster Law, as scientific studies indicate that the Corona pandemic will not be the final episode
of the consequences of our mismanagement of nature especially over recent decades. This paper
aims to identify in particular the efforts being made within the UN, and in particular by the UN
International Law Commission, regarding the development of an international convention on
the protection of persons in the event of disasters. First, the paper will explain the relationship
between the existing approach of our relationship with nature and many disasters that we
witnessed recently, including the Corona pandemic; and then the paper will review the most
important efforts regarding the emergence and development of legalization of dealing with
disasters at the national, bilateral, regional and sub-regional levels, and will focus on the effort
of International Law Commission regard drafting articles on the protection of persons in the
event of disasters as basis for international convention on the subject. Finlay the paper will
present a number of conclusions and recommendations.
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1  Declaration on the commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the UN, Resolution 75/1 adopted by the UN
General Assembly on 21 September 2020, UN Doc. A/RES/75/1, http://undocs.org/a/res/75/1, accessed 1/1/2021.

2 International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, International Disaster Response Laws (IDRL): Project
Report 2002-2003», 2003, p. 14.
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5  Eric Dinerstein and others, “A global deal for nature: guiding principles, milestones and targets,” Science Advances, vol.
5, No. 4 (April 2019), https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/5/4/eaaw2869, accessed 1/1/2021.
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19 Yearbook of the International Law Commission, 2008, vol. Il, Part Two, UN Doc. A/CN.4/SER.A/2006/Add.l (Part 2),
https://legal.un.org/ilc/publications/yearbooks/english/ilc_2006_v2_p2.pdf, accessed 1/1/2021;
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20 Resolution 2034(XX) on assistance in cases of natural disaster adopted by the UN General Assembly on 7 December 1965,
UN Doc. A/RES/2034(XX), https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/203443; Resolution 2435(XXIIl) on assistance in cases of
natural disaster adopted by the UN General Assembly on 19 December 1968, UN Doc. A/RES/2435(XXIll), https://undocs.
org/en/a/res/2435(XXIIl); Resolution 2608(XXIV) on assistance in cases of natural disaster adopted by the UN General
Assembly on 16 December 1969, UN Doc. A/RES/2608(XXIV), https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/202439, accessed
1/1/2021.

21 Resolution 2816(XXVI) on assistance in cases of natural disaster and other disaster situations adopted by the UN General
Assembly on 9 December 1971, UN Doc. A/RES/2816(XXVI), https://undocs.org/en/a/res/2816 (XXVI), accessed
1/1/2021.

22 Report of the UN Secretary General on New International Humanitarian Order, UN Doc. A/40/348 (9 October 1985), para
76 and beyond, https://undocs.org/a/40/348, accessed 1/1/2021.

23 Report of the UN Secretary General on the Office of the UN Disaster Relief Coordinator, UN Doc. A/32/64 (12 May 1977), https:/
undocs.org/a/32/64; Resolution 36/225 on strengthening the capacity of the UN system to respond to natural disasters and other disaster
situations adopted by the UN General Assembly on 17 December 1981, UN Doc. A/RES/36/225, https://undocs.org/en/a/res/36/225,
accessed 1/1/2021.

24 UN Institute for Training and Research, Model Rules for Disaster Relief Operations, 1982, Policy and Efficacy Studies No.
8 (Sales No. E.82.XV.PE/8).

25 Report of the UN Secretary General on draft convention on expediting the delivery of emergency assistance, UN Doc.
A/39/267/Add.2-E/1984/96/Add.2, annex. (18 June 1984), https://undocs.org/a/39/267/Add.2, accessed 1/1/2021.
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26 Report of the World Food Council on the work of its 15th session, 22-25 MAY 1989, UN Doc. A/44/19(SUPP), https://
undocs.org/a/44/19(SUPP), accessed 1/1/2021.

27 Report of the World Food Council on the work of its 16th session, 21-24 May 1990, UN Doc. A/45/19(SUPP), https://
undocs.org/a/45/19(SUPP), accessed 1/1/2021.

28 Report of the UN Secretary General on humanitarian assistance to victims of natural disasters and similar emergency
situations, UN Doc. A/45/587 (24 October 1990), para 41-47, https://undocs.org/a/45/587, accessed 1/1/2021.
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30 Report of the UN Secretary General on strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the
UN, UN Doc. A/55/82 (30 May 2000), para 135, http://undocs.org/A/55/82, accessed 1/1/2021.
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31 Report of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction Kobe, Hyogo, Japan, 18-22 January 2005, UN Doc. A/CONF.206/6
(16 March 2005), para 22, https://undocs.org/a/conf.206/6, accessed 1/1/2021.

32 Report of the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction, Yokohama, Japan, 23-27 May 1994, A/CONF.172/9[P] (27
September 1994), https://undocs.org/a/conf.172/9[P], accessed 1/1/2021.

33 Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, Resolution 69/283 adopted by the GA on 3 June 2015, A/
RES/69/283, https://undocs.org/a/res/69/283, accessed 1/1/2021.
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35 Report of the UN International Law Commission Fifty-eighth session, 1 May-9 June and 3 July-11 August 2006, UN Doc.
A/59/10(SUPP), footnote 1064, https://undocs.org/a/59/10 (SUPP), accessed 1/1/2021.

36 Report of the UN International Law Commission Fifty-eighth session (1 May-9 June and 3 July-11 August 2006), UN Doc.
A/61/10, para. 261, https://undocs.org/a/61/10, accessed 1/1/2021.

37 Report of the UN International Law Commission on the work of its forty-eighth session, 6 May -26 July 1996, UN Doc.
A/51/10(SUPP), para. 238, https://undocs.org/a/51/10 (SUPP), accessed 1/1/2021.

38 Report of the UN International Law Commission Fifty-ninth session (7 May-5 June and 9 July-10 August 2007), UN Doc.
A/62/10, para. 375 and 376, https://undocs.org/a/62/10, accessed 1/1/2021.

39 Resolution 62/66 on Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its fifty-ninth session adopted by the UN
General Assembly on 6 December 2007, A/RES/62/66, https://undocs.org/a/res/62/66, accessed 1/1/2021.

40 Report of the UN International Law Commission on the work of its fifty-ninth session, 5 May-6 June and 7 July-8 August
2008, A/CN.4/588 (24 January 2008), para. 177 and 178, https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/588, accessed 1/1/2021.
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Yearbook of the UN International Law Commission, 2007, vol. |, UN Doc. A/CN.4/SER.A/2007, p. 112, summary record of

the meeting 2929, https://legal.un.org/ilc/publications/yearbooks/english/ilc_2007_v1.pdf, accessed 1/1/2021.

42 Preliminary report on the protection of persons in the event of disasters by Mr. Eduardo Valencia-Ospina, Special
Rapporteur of UN International Law Commission, UN Doc. A/CN.4/598 (5 May 2008), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/598;
Second report, UN Doc. A/CN.4/615 (7 May 2009), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/615; Third report, UN Doc. A/CN.4/629
(13 March 2010), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/629; Fourth report, UN Doc. A/CN.4/643 (11 March 2011), https://undocs.
org/a/cn.4/643; Fifth report, UN Doc. A/CN.4/652 (9 April 2012), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/652; Sixth report, UN Doc.
A/CN.4/662 (3 May 2013), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/662; Seventh report, UN Doc. A/CN.4/668 (27 February 2014),
https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/668, accessed 1/1/2021.
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45 Report of the UN International Law Commission, Sixty-sixth session, 5 May-6 June and 7 July-8 August 2014, UN Doc.
A/69/10, para. 51 and 52, https://undocs.org/a/69/10, accessed 1/1/2021.
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48 Resolution 69/118 on the Report of the UN International Law Commission on the work of its sixty-sixth session adopted

by the UN General Assembly on 10 December 2014, UN Doc. A/RES/69/118, para. 2(b) and 6, https://undocs.org/a/
res/69/118, accessed 1/1/2021.

49 Comments and observations received from Governments and international organizations on the draft articles on the
protection of persons in the event of disasters, UN Doc. A/CN.4/696 (14 March 2016), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/696,
accessed 1/1/2021.
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51 Eighth report on the protection of persons in the event of disasters by Mr. Eduardo Valencia-Ospina, Special Rapporteur

of UN International Law Commission, UN Doc. A/CN.4/697 (17 March 2016), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/697, accessed

1/1/2021.
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55 Titles and texts of the preamble and draft articles 1 to 18 of the draft articles on the Protection of persons in the event
of disasters adopted, on second reading, by the Drafting Committee of UN International Law Commission, UN Doc. A/
CN.4/L.871 (27 May 2016), https://undocs.org/a/cn.4/1.871, accessed 1/1/2021.

56 Report of the UN International Law Commission Sixty-seventh session, 4 May-5 June and 6 July-7 August 2015, UN Doc.
A/70/10, para. 42-47, https://undocs.org/a/70/10, accessed 1/1/2021.
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59 Resolution 71/141 on Protection of persons in the event of disasters adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13 December
2016, UN Doc. A/RES/71/141, https://undocs.org/a/res/71/141, accessed 1/1/2021.

60 Report of the UN Secretary General on the Protection of persons in the event of disasters, UN Doc. A/73/229 (24 July
2018), https://undocs.org/a/73/229, accessed 1/1/2021.
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Sixth Committee of UN General Assembly meeting held on 1 November 2018, UN Doc. A/C.6/73/SR.31, https://undocs.

org/A/C.6/73/SR.31; and Summary record of the 35th meeting held on 13 November 2018, UN Doc. A/C.6/73/SR.35,

.https://undocs.org/a/c.6/73/sr.31, accessed 1/1/2021

62 Resolution 73/209 on the Protection of persons in the event of disasters adopted by the UN General Assembly on 20
December 2018, UN Doc. A/RES/73/209, https://undocs.org/a/res/73/209, accessed 1/1/2021.

63 Report of the UN Secretary General on Protection of persons in the event of disasters, UN Doc. A/75/214 (21 July 2020),
https://undocs.org/a/75/214, accessed 1/1/2021.
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the 19th meeting on Sixth Committee hold on 19 November 2020, http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/watch/sixth-
.committee-19th-meeting-general-assembly-75th-session/6211089875001/?term=, accessed 1/1/2021
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