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Abstract

E-sports is a modern phenomenon that has been fast spreading throughout the world
on both the national and international level. Yet, many Arab countries still lack a
comprehensive legal regulation of such a phenomenon. Therefore, this study seeks to
explore the E-sports phenomenon from a legal perspective to identify its significance,
importance, nature and relationship with electronic games along with the extent to which
such a phenomenon could be deemed a sports activity, in light of the standards adopted by
the International Olympic Committee for the recognition of sports activities.

Moreover, the study examines the legal challenges facing the E-sports in the national legal
system, such as professional player contracts, sponsorship contracts, licensing contracts
for exploitation, and the protection of intellectual property. The study further attempts
to highlight the challenges that impede the progress, growth and development of E-sports
whether in Arab countries or on the international level. It finally concludes with a set of
proposals to tackle all of these challenges.
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Intellectual property; E-sports challenges

Cite this article as: Al-Barawi H., "E-sports: From a legal Perspective" International Review of Law, Volume 10,

Issue 1, 2021

https://doi.org/10.29117/irl.2021.0155

© 2021, Al-Barawi, licensee QU Press. This article is published under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits non-commercial use of the
material, appropriate credit, and indication if changes in the material were made. You can copy and
redistribute the material in any medium or format as well as remix, transform, and build upon the material,
provided the original work is properly cited.

a8 dmel 25 ls e 25y (O SN ALS e juai 2021 gJ_,“ylrla;il;.w bl el gy gl 3 gl ol 42



doadoll

Gaalr OMb (o 3de 06 G 01972 ple (e ST e (3 855 ASUN1 sl U Y1 el Ol
JUB Ll a5 ((Spacewar) ;55 uww dal Lo e b 3Ll (Stamford University) ) pasli
cth(\SsJ'sL?(BruceBaumgart)o)wﬁuﬂjﬁ;wJWJH962rbsfdj31uﬂjhsvséw
iy SV asl M ewdsl 1980 ole Ll may .(Rolling Stones) &z (§ & 8L 213 e 85le SIS
10000 oo ST &adl el .(Space Invaders) & gl (Atari) ol G cade Ol K2l
Ciadadl el Lo 455 58IV 2l N St J e olal udl lau

45 SOV Lol U sl sEVT UL G55 i SO 2ol i Bl 150 dUad) gy
oLl sae i O 0 488 5 \S 14 G 0 S (g sl ol Jias OF (Newz00) 3 55 <2021
Gl emad (5 AV SLoL U eris O5ls 250 Sla 05w wly LoDl 307 U s o)l
B 5de 557 5 sead]

DY sl dai o(Statista) w3 ge 4 o6 sluam| v Lo &35 ASIYN AL N G831 1D gl (6 2o Lo 5
el s ey L1l S 31l T elas 3 ey 58 03 el s sl sas 45 oY1 st
slas NI da 3y ,e U5 &1 54 5 pde ol 8 sty Ly 0y dl OLLI

odn o (3LaB VI (g sl Lnd ol 45 50 5 sl ol 5UT 5 5 iSON1 2L Il o ol

2555 3l SN asl N (ool 51 O] i 005 el L] ey A1l ¥l Sl )5l eal T 251 I
Ly sl N oda dus )l VLo Lt 3 Gl ol amy cnes 555 i sl Ll e 5 b G

1 A more detailed analysis of the history of video games can be found in Computer and Video Game Law — Cases, Statutes,
Forms, Problems & Materials, by Ashley Saunders Lipson and Robert D. Brain, Carolina Academic Press, 2009.
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https://medium.com/®@BountieGaming/the—history—and—evolution—of —esports—8ab6c1cf3257 (last visited
28/7/2020); https://www.hotspawn.com/guides/the—history—of—esports (last visited 28/7/2020).
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eSport: A New University Sport? Revue internationale des technologies en p€dagogie universitaire, Volume 15, numéro
1,2018, p. 74.
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