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Abstract

The article deals with the principle of non-refoulement, which is widely recognized as indispensable
for providing an effective international protection for refugees. Considering the fact that the right
to asylum remains within the discretion of the receiving State, some exceptions to this principle
have been recognized in the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.

Although the principle of non-refoulement was adopted by an international convention (the
1951 Convention), it has considerably developed since then until it became a part of customary
international law. This means that its binding force extends to all states of the international
community, even those that are not bound by the terms of the Convention.

Indeed, there has been controversy in jurisprudence on the extent to which the principle of non-
refoulement has evolved as one that owns jus cogens character within the rules of international
law, which means that its application will not be confined to persons who acquire the status of
refugees, but extends to all persons whose lives, freedoms or safety are at risk.

The State of Qatar issued Law No. (11) of 2018 regulating political asylum, affirming the principle
of non-refoulement in Article (15). The Law did not provide for any exceptions to the principle of
non-refoulement, as the case within article (33) of the 1951 Refugee Convention. This reflects State
of Qatar’s commitment as to current developments regarding the principle of non-refoulement.

Keywords: Refugees; Refoulement; Expulsion; Extradition; Qatari law; Aliens; Asylum
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53 United Nations Office of the High Commissioner (OHCHR), The Principle of non-refoulement under International Human
Rights Law, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/GlobalCompactMigration/ThePrincipleNon-
RefoulementUnderInternationalHumanRightsLaw.pdf (Last visited on May 25, 2019).
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55 Robert Kolb, Peremptory International Law-Jus Cogens (Hart Publishing Ltd 2015) 7. See also: Thomas Gammeltoft-
Hansen, Access to Asylum: International Refugee Law and the Globalisation of Migration Control (CUP 2011) 28. Also:
Antonio Cassese, International Law (2" ed., OUP 2005) 203.
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