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Abstract

“We shall blow up the world cup ball”. With this unfortunate statement on one of his drawings,
the Qatari cartoonist Mohammad Abdullatif expressed the position of some countries with
regard to Qatar’s hosting of the FIFA World Cup, “Qatar 2022”, as one of the aspects of the
Gulf crisis that followed the blockade imposed by some neighboring countries on Qatar. The
statement summarizes the great controversy surrounding the neutrality of sports in political
interactions and their tensions. Sports are a message of peace, love, tolerance, coexistence,
and honest competition. They should not be used as a tool for disagreement, extortion, or
pressure on the opponents and rivals. Many international and continental legal policies and
regulations confirmed the principle of neutrality of sports and the obligation to keep sports
free from political conflicts. This study addresses the principle of the neutrality of sports as
per the legal instruments governing the management and exercise of sports activity, as well as
the legal consequences of violating such a principle. It also highlights the aspects of violating
the principle of neutrality of sports in the Gulf crisis and the ways and responsibilities to face
such violations.

Keywords: Sports neutrality; Legal perspective; Gulf crisis; Qatar’s blockade; World Cup;
Qatar 2022
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“The mission of the I0C is to promote Olympism throughout the world and to lead the Olympic Movement. The I0C’s role is:
10. to oppose any political or commercial abuse of sport and athletes;” JLail dayill le Ajulad¥l 2300 asie (-ds¥) 3Lad)
https://stillmed.olympic.org/Documents/olympic_charter_en.pdf
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The 10C admits its new members at a ceremony during which they agree to fulfil their obligations by taking the following oath:”
Granted the honor of becoming a member of the International Olympic Committee, and declaring myself aware of my responsi-
bilities in such capacity, | undertake to serve the Olympic Movement to the very best of my ability; to respect and ensure the
respect of all the provisions of the Olympic Charter and the decisions of the International Olympic Committee, which | consider
as not subject to appeal on my part; to comply with the Code of Ethics; to keep myself free from any political or commercial
influence and from any racial or religious consideration; to fight against all other forms of discrimination; and to promote in all
“.circumstances the interests of the International Olympic Committee and those of the Olympic Movement
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https://www.iaaf.org/download/download?filename=ce84443e-d546-441f-8acc-0651465069c6.pdf&urlslug=IAAF%20Code%20
0f%20Ethics%20in%20force%20as%20from%2026%20November%202015.
17. Article 14 of the FIFA Code of Ethics provides “In dealings with government institutions, national and international
organizations, associations and groupings, persons bound by this Code shall, in addition to observing the basic rules of art. 13,
remain politically neutral, in accordance with the principles and objectives of FIFA, the confederations, associations, leagues and
clubs, and generally act in a manner compatible with their function and integrity”. FIFA Code of the Ethics, available online at:
https://resources.fifa.com/mm/document/affederation/administration/50/02/82/codeofethics_v211015_e_neutral.pdf
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“1. The AFC is committed to respecting all internationally-recognized human rights and shall strive to promote the protection
of these rights. 2. The AFC is neutral in matters of politics and religion. 3. Discrimination of any kind against a country, private
person, or group of people on account of race, skin color, ethnic, national or social origin, gender, disability, language, religion,
political opinion or any other opinion, wealth, birth or any other status, sexual orientation or any other reason is strictly
prohibited and punishable by suspension or expulsion. 4. The AFC shall manage its affairs independently and with no —
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27 January 2018
WIISMG/sw

AFC President

AFC Vice Presidents

FIFA Council Members

AFC Female Executive Committee Members
. : i

Dear Sirs [ Madams

Visits by AFC Delegation to Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE [ Risk Assessment:

Matches between the Clubs from Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE

Decisi F AFC E 5 . fttee

Reference is made to the above and to the letter dated 22 January 2018 for a decision
via correspondence on the recommendations pursuant lo the reports prepared by the
AFC Delegation and Controf Risks respectively.

Following the feedback received from the Members by the deadline of 26 January 2018,
kindly be informed that the AFC Executive Committee has decided that the matches
between Clubs from Qatar, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates to be played in the
current Home and Away formal as per normal practice according to the AFC Regulations.

This decision will be communicated to the concerned Member Associations accordingly.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

L

DATO” WINDSOR JOHN
General Secretary

oL 4 i — T ASIAN FOOTBRBALL CONFEDERATION
ﬂ:[ I 2 I.E 1 Hi. ] |§ l I 2 m AFC House, Jalan 1/1SSE, Bukit Jalll, 57000 Kuals Lumpar, Malaysia
t: +603 8904 3384 | © +603 BO04 2689 | w: the-afc.com
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