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Barbara Dohmann*

It is with great pleasure that | accept the invitation to write the guest foreword for the second volume of
International Review of Law.

That the College of Law at Qatar University have been instrumental in the formation and running
of this journal is no surprise: having looked back at the issues to date, | see wide ranging, truly
international and instructive articles in a variety of topical fields, offering insight into and critical
evaluation of problems arising in different legal systems.

Since first taking up my appointment as a Justice to the Qatar International Court and Dispute
Resolution Centre in 2007, | have had the good fortune of meeting with faculty and students of the
College on a number of occasions. This included lectures, question and answer sessions and judging
of moots.

On all these occasions | was struck by the care taken and the knowledge and enthusiasm displayed
by the students and their teachers. Indeed, on one of these occasions the students lectured us,
the Justices, on Qatari history and traditions, which we found very valuable for our understanding.

Both International Law Review and education at the College are bilingual. This is of huge benefit,
particularly for students: being bilingual opens doors into other cultures. And of course it provides
a greater opportunity of contributing to developments in systems where English is the language
of choice.

A connected achievement of International Law Review is to facilitate the study of comparative
international law. Whereas in many nations important legal concepts, such as of the sanctity of
contract, may be very similar, it is interesting for the enquiring mind to study the origins of
jurisprudence, including its philosophical and even psychological origins, worldwide.

The great American jurist and sometime editor of The American Law Review, Oliver Wendell Holmes,
wrote in his Collected Legal Papers:

When | think of the law as we know her in the court house and the market, she seems to me a
woman sitting by the wayside, beneath whose overshadowing hood every man shall see the
countenance of his deserts or needs. The timid and overborne gain heart from her protecting
smile. Fair combatants manfully standing to their rights, see her keeping the lists with the
stern and discriminating eye of even justice. The wretch who has defied her most sacred
commands and has thought to creep through ways where she was not, finds that his path ends
with her and beholds beneath her hood the inexorable face of [his punishment].*

The contributors to and readers of International Review of Law will know that a personification of
justice as a goddess balancing her scales comes to us from ancient Egypt. She is a figure who is surely
common to all mankind’s collective unconscious, as Justice Holmes’ vision of the woman at the
wayside brilliantly shows.

I look forward to reading the next issues of International Review of Law.

*Oliver Wendell Holmes, Collected Legal Papers, 27-28 (The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. 2006).
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