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Abstract

This study examines the concept of Economy of Formulation within the epistemology of
science and linguistics, identifying it as a key feature of rigorous science and a prerequisite for
the construction of scientific theories. The research highlights the extent to which contemporary
scholars have expanded their analysis and application of this principle, both in the formulation

of theories and in choosing between competing theories.

The study applies the principle of economy to the morphological pattern developed by
classical Arabic grammarians to regulate derived structures in the Arabic language. It reveals the
extent of their adherence to this principle and its implicit role in their theoretical frameworks,
even without explicit acknowledgment. Grammarians employed various theoretical tools to
reduce morphological patterns and maintain simplicity in formulation, such as abstraction and
reduction to the root form. Meanwhile, some descriptive scholars have critiqued the theoretical
foundations upon which these grammarians based their economy of formulation. The study

employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to address this issue.

Keywords: Economy of formulation; Simplicity; Theory of science; Morphological pattern;

Morphological scale; Structures
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