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Abstract

This scholarly exploration delves into the transition from Saussure's linguistic framework to the philosophy
of language, particularly focusing on the interplay between Saussure's ‘langue’ and 'parole’. Saussure's
‘langue’ is conceptualized as an abstract construct, distinct from the materiality of language, whereas
‘parole’ embodies the linguistic expressions influenced by biological, social, and psychological factors. This
study revisits Oswald Ducrot's critical examination, as presented in his introduction to the French translation
of John Searle's seminal 1969 work. The central inquiry investigates the placement of Searle's 'Speech Act’
within Saussure's dichotomy of 'langue’ and 'parole’.

Contrary to the traditional Saussurean view that situates ‘parole’ outside the social domain, attributing it
toindividualistic characteristics, this analysis argues that 'parole’ cannot be extricated from its encompassing
social contexts. These contexts impose constraints as influential as those shaping 'langue’, encompassing
the speaker's commitment to the veracity of their utterances and the implicit promises made within. The
reciprocal nature of speech acts, as a rule of language use, challenges the supposed autonomy of ‘'langue’
in Saussure's theory, presenting a significant theoretical conundrum.

This article offers a nuanced response to the question of how John Searle's theory of Speech Acts intricately
complicates the Saussurean perspective on ‘parole’, thereby enriching the understanding of linguistic
philosophy.

Keywords: Saussurean Linguistics; Speech Act Theory; Language Philosophy; Sociolinguistic Contexts

* This research is a translation of the introduction written by the French linguist Oswald Ducrot for the French
translation of John R. Searle’s book: « Les Actes of Language, Essai of Philosophy of Language. Collection Savoir-
Hermann, Paris, 1972 » Oswald Ducrot (1930), one of the most prominent contemporary French linguists. He is the
author of the argument theory in linguistics with Jean-Claude Ascomber. He has many works and contributes
effectively to pragmatic and pronunciation studies in France.
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