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Foreword

With great pride and excitement, I introduce the second edition of the Academic Network for
Development Dialogue (ANDD) Paper Series, a publication dedicated to fostering innovative ideas

and policy-focused discussions on some of the Arab region’s most critical challenges.

As Chair of the ANDD, one of the most rewarding aspects of this role has been witnessing the passion

and dedication of young scholars addressing the pressing issues of sustainability, equity, and justice.

This year’s theme, “Promoting Human Well-being and Strengthening Capabilities to Accelerate
Sustainable Development in the Arab Region: Lessons Learned & Good Practices,” reflects our
collective commitment to advancing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. These papers
attempt to present a vision of a more equitable and sustainable future by addressing deep-rooted
structural and systemic challenges in our region.

The contributors to this volume, early-career Arab academics and professionals, have demonstrated
remarkable intellectual vigor. Their work tackles critical intersections of education, labor markets,
technology, and human development. These young voices bring forward insightful analyses and
actionable recommendations grounded in robust data.

The papers in this edition explore a wide range of themes, including:

e Education and Scientific Research: Investigating how Inclusivity and Innovation can redefine

the Landscape of Education and Inquiry in our region.

o Labor Market Challenges: Equipping the region’s youth with the Tools to Navigate an Ever-
evolving Labor Market.

e Human Well-being and Social Equity: Reframing the role of Equity and Evidence-based

Policies in shaping Sustainable Societies.

e Empowering Vulnerable Groups: Highlighting critical issues such as Women’s Capacity-
building in Media and Mental Health Support in Educational Settings.

What makes this series truly special is not just the scholarly depth but the hope and determination

for change. It was obvious that those young scholars recognized the power of evidence-based

policymaking and used it wisely in their arguments to address some complex challenges in our area.
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I'would like to express my deepest gratitude to all who made this publication possible—the dedicated
reviewers, the exceptional authors, and our esteemed partners, ESCWA, Qatar University, and Al-
Quds University. Their support has been instrumental in fostering a vibrant platform for dialogue and

collaboration.

As you engage with the ideas presented in this volume, I hope you find inspiration to drive meaningful
discussions, forge interdisciplinary partnerships, and contribute to shaping a more sustainable and

equitable Arab region.

The readers can sense the purpose and the passion coming together to shape a future defined by

justice, equity, human well-being, and sustainable development.

Sincerely,

Elham Kateeb,
Chair of ANDD 2023-2024 term
Dean of Scientific Research, Al-Quds University
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