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Abstract

Goods that were previously manufactured within a single country are now fragmented and dispersed
across global production networks. As a result, countries are no longer required to develop complete industries
solely for export purposes. Instead, companies can achieve access to global markets by concentrating on
particular products or tasks within the value chain. At present, the sharing of components is commonplace,
and numerous regions in the developing world are deeply integrated into global value chains.

It is undeniable that countries engage in this type of activity with several national objectives, and one of
the most significant is undoubtedly the enhancement of employment opportunities. In this context, workers
in developing countries, including Arab nations, frequently find themselves occupying lower-skilled
positions within value chains. This situation arises from a vicious cycle encompassing insufficient
education, limited training, jobs with low productivity, and subsequently, low wages. Hence, the issue lies
not primarily in the scarcity of employment opportunities, but rather in the deficiency of skills necessary for
value creation. To fully capitalize on the advantages of job integration, Arab countries must elevate
themselves to a level where they become crucial contributors to global trade based on value chains.
However, achieving this ambition presents formidable challenges of significant complexity. Among these
challenges, economic underdevelopment, a substantial scientific and technological gap, and the failure of
educational systems to adapt to labor market transformations emerge as the most prominent obstacles.

The study concluded that the issue of integration in value chains is based on an important element to
enable countries to maximize their benefits from global trade, which is to provide employees with the
required skills such proficiency in technology, problem-solving, communication, critical thinking, and a
proactive attitude towards learning. By fostering this diverse skill set and others, a country can achieve
greater specialization in international production, surpassing other nations both quantitatively and
qualitatively within the production chain.
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